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ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


To  the  Mayor, 

Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of  Swindon. 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  submitting  the  report  on  the  health 
and  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Borough  for  i960. 

The  scheme  of  delegation  of  Health  and  Welfare  services  to  the 
Borough  Council  under  the  Local  Government  Act,  1938,  did  not  as  was 
anticipated,  come  into  effect  during  the  year  but  it  is  likely  that 
it  will  do  so  early  next  year.  The  functions  which  will  then  become  the 
responsibility  of  the  Borough  Council  are, with  the  exception  of  Mental 
Health  and  Welfare,  reported  on  in  the  Area  Medical  Of ficer's  report .  I 
am  indebted  to  Dr.  C.D.L.  Lycett,  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
for  his  permission  to  append  this  report  for  your  information.  The 
report  on  the  school  health  service  is  similarly  appended. 

With  the  continuation  of  the  expansion  programme  of  the  Borough 
under  the  Town  Development  Act,  the  population  continues  to  increase 
rapidly.  Since  this  scheme  started,  a  total  of  4764  families  from  the 
reception  areas  have  been  housed  by  the  Council  and  in  addition  there 
has  been  substantial  private  housing  development.  The  Registrar  General 
has  estimated  our  mid -June  i960  population  as  84,870  an  increase  of 
2210  over  last  year.  In  my  opinion  this  figure  is  considerably  below 
the  actual  as  calculations  based  on  all  known  local  factors  indicate  that 
the  population  is  approximately  2,000  in  excess  of  these  figures.  If 
this  is  in  fact  so,  then  the  vital  statistics  based  on  the  Registrar 
General's  estimate  are  not  realistic.  I  made  reference  to  this  point 
in  previous  reports,  but  the  census  of  1961  will  reveal  the  true 
situation. 

It  is  very  pleasing  to  report  that  the  infant  mortality  rate  which 
has  given  rise  to  grave  concern  since  1937  has  in  i960  fallen  to  15. 3 
which  is  considerably  below  the  21.7  average  for  England  and  Wales  as 
a  whole.  That  figure  is  in  fact  the  lowest  ever  recorded  in  the  Borough 
So  far  all  our  investigations  into  the  reasons  why  the  rate  should 
suddenly  rise  in  1957  and  1958  and  as  quickly  fall  again  have  not  shed 
any  light  on  the  problem. 
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The  slum  clearance  programme  for  the  year  1955-60  was  completed 
during  the  year.  Of  the  houses  originally  included  in  this  programme 
25  were  so  repaired  and  improved  that  their  inclusion  was  no  longer 
justified.  In  all  290  houses  were  dealt  with. 

In  accordance  with  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 
Circular  No.  2/60  a  further  general  survey  of  properties  in  the  town  was 
undertaken  during  i960.  As  a  result  a  further  155  dwellings  are  included 
in  the  slum  clearance  programme  for  the  next  five  years.  In  addition  the 
Council  are  giving  consideration  to  the  re-development  of  the  sites  at 
Moredon  where  many  of  the  445  M.A.P.  bungalows  are  substandard. 

I  wish  here  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  support  and 
encouragement  given  to  me  by  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Health  Committee 
and  by  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department.  I  would  also  like  to  thank  the 
officers  and  staff  of  other  corporation  departments  and  the  many  others  who 
have  helped  with  our  work  during  the  year. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  URQUHART 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Civic  Offices, 
SWINDON . 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS,  I960. 


Area  of  the  Borough  (acres)  6,561 

Population  (estimated  for  mid-1960)  84,870 

Live  Births  -  Legitimate  l,8l4 

-  Illegitimate  87 

-  Total  1,901 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  22. 40 

Still  Births  28 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  ,55 

Deaths  from  all  causes  -  male  4l6 

-  female  5^+2 

-  total  758 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  8,95 

Death  of  infants  under  ONE  year  old  29 

Infant  Mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  15.26 

Deaths  from  Certain  Important  Causes 

Cancer  125 

Respiratory  Disease  90 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  5 

Vascular  and  Heart  diseases  569 

Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases  2 
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BIRTHS 


Live  Births 


The  table  below  shows  the  number  of  legitimate  and  illegitimate 
live  births  in  Swindon  together  with  the  comparable  figures  for  1959* 


LIVE 

1999 

i960 

BIRTHS 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

898 

836 

1694 

898 

916 

l8l4 

Illegitimate 

36 

30 

66 

40 

47 

87 

TOTALS 

894 

866 

1760 

938 

963 

1901 

Although  the  number  of  illegitimate  children  born  during  the  year 
showed  an  increase  over  1939»  the  illegitimacy  rate  (4,3*8$)  is  still 
below  that  of  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole  (9*4  %). 

The  total  live  birth  rate  continued  to  rise.  The  figure  for  I960 
(22.4)  is  the  highest  since  1920,  when  the  birth  rate  was  23.29*  The 
Swindon  rate  continues  to  be  well  above  the  birth  rate  for  England  and 
Wales  as  a  whole  (17.1). 


Live  Birth  Rate 

per  1,000  population 

Year 

Swindon 

England  &  Wales 

1991 

19.6 

19.9 

1992 

19*2 

19.3 

1993 

l6.6 

19.9 

1994 

16.08 

13.2 

1999 

16.12 

13.0 

1996 

18.29 

13.7 

1997 

19*99 

16.1 

1998 

19*96 

16.4 

1999 

21.29 

16.3 

I960 

... 

22.40 

17.1 

Still  Births 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  legitimate  and  illegitimate 
still  births  in  Swindon  in  I960,  with  the  comparable  figures  for  1999* 


STILL 

1939 

I960 

BIRTHS 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

15 

l4 

29 

17 

8 

23 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

2 

1 

.  

3 

TOTALS 

13 

13 

30 

19 

9 

28 
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Keeping  in  mind  the  increase  in  live  births,  it  is  gratifying  to 
note  a  small  decrease  in  the  number  of  still  births. 

The  following  table  shows  that  Swindon's  still  birth  rate  has 
fallen  steadily  over  the  past  5  years  and  has  consistently  been  below 
the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole. 


Year 

STILL  BIRTH  RATE 
(per  1,000  Live  &  Still  Births) 

Swindon 

England  &  Wales 

1956 

22.4 

22.9 

1957 

20.2 

22.5 

1958 

19.0 

21.6 

1959 

l6.8 

21.0 

i960 

14.5 

19.7 

Post  mortem  examination  was  carried  out  on  13  of  the  28 
still  born  babies  and  the  causes  of  death  are  shown  below 


Congenital  abnormality 
Intra  Uterine  Asphyxia 
Birth  trauma 


1 

9  (includes  3  premature  babies) 
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Deaths . 


Swindon's  death  rate  has,  for  the  past  6  years,  been  consistently 
below  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales.  However,  I960  showed  a  marked  drop 
in  the  Swindon  rate  -  from  10.23  to  8.93  while  the  figure  for  the  country 
as  a  whole  remained  fairly  steady  at  11.3* 

Two  possibilities  may  explain  this  fall  in  Swindon's  death  rate. 

i)  A  fall  in  the  total  number  of  deaths  due  to  chance  variation. 

ii)  It  is  likely  that  the  proportion  of  old  people  in  the  town  is  below 
the  proportion  in  the  country  as  a  whole,  due  to  the  fact  that  people 
coming  into  the  town  from  London  and  other  areas  are  mainly  young  couples 
with  young  families. 

It  will  be  seen  that  deaths  from  both  cancer  and  diseases  of  the 
heart  and  blood  vessels  fell  during  the  year.  However,  deaths  from  leukaemia 
rose  from  3  to  8,  This  is  a  disturbing  fact,  but  it  must  be  remembered  that 
deaths  from  this  cause  are  rising  slowly  but  steadily  in  the  country  as 
a  whole. 

Deaths  from  lung  cancer  showed  a  slight  decrease  as  is  shown  in 
the  following  table. 


Deaths  due  to  Lung  Cancer 


Year 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Death  Rate  Per 
1000  population 

1956 

13 

1 

14 

.189 

1957 

13 

2 

15 

.192 

1958 

35 

7 

42 

.523 

1959 

35 

1 

34 

.411 

I960 

28 

4 

32 

.3  77 
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TABLE  OF  CAUSES  OF  DEATHS  IN  SWINDON  1939  AND  I960 


Cause  of  Death 

Male 

Female 

i960 

Total 

1959 

Total 

Tuberculosis  -  respiratory 

3 

. 

3 

3 

Tuberculosis  -  other 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Syphilitic  diseases 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Diphtheria 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Whooping  Cough 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Meningococcal  infections 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Measles 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

11 

9 

20 

24 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

28 

4 

32 

34 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

- 

8 

8 

13 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 

- 

3 

3 

4 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

37 

23 

62 

74 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

5 

3 

8 

3 

Diabetes 

- 

4 

4 

3 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

46 

63 

101 

100 

Coronary  disease,  Angina 

65 

39 

104 

124 

Hypertension  with  Heart  disease 

12 

23 

35 

23 

Other  Heart  diseases 

63 

66 

129 

177 

Other  Circulatory  diseases 

15 

10 

25 

26 

Influenza 

1 

2 

~z. 

10 

Pneumonia 

25 

19 

44 

37 

Bronchitis 

33 

10 

43 

40 

Other  diseases  of  Respiratory  system 

3 

- 

3 

3 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

3 

6 

9 

9 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

1 

2 

3 

5 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

3 

1 

4 

3 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

6 

- 

6 

6 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Congenital  malformations 

3 

3 

8 

l4 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

31 

30 

61 

77 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

4 

3 

7 

14 

Other  accidents 

6 

3 

9 

13 

Suicide 

6 

4 

10 

6 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War 

1 

- 

1 

— 

TOTALS 

4 16 

342 

75  8 

84  7 

The  following  table  shows  the  death  rates  (per  1,000  population) 
from  certain  infectious  diseases  in  Swindon  and  in  England  and  Wales 

in  I960. 


Cause  of  Death 

Death  Rate  per  1000  Population 

Swindon 

England  &  Wales 

Tuberculosis 

.035 

.075 

Influenza 

.035 

.024 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  .012 

.00048 

Pneumonia 

.507 

.532 

- 1 
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The  table  below  shows  how  the  death  rate  from  all  causes  has 
varied  over  the  past  10  years,  with  comparable  rates  for  England  and 
Wales :- 


Year 

Total  Death  Sate  per  1,000  Population 

Swindon 

England  &  Wales 

1951 

13.2 

12.5 

1952 

10.9 

11.3 

1953 

11.6 

11.4 

1954 

10.9 

11.3 

1955 

10.6 

11.7 

1956 

10.3 

11.7 

1957 

10.02 

11.5 

1958 

10.9 

11.7 

1959 

10.25 

11.6 

i960 

8.93 

11.5 

The  number  of  deaths  and  the  death  rate  per  1,000  population 
from  the  main  causes  of  death  are  given  in  the  following  table 


Year 

Circulatory  & 
Heart  diseases 

Bespiratory 

diseases 

Tuberculosis 

Cancer 

No. 

Sate  per 
1000 

No. 

Sate  per 
1000 

No. 

Sate  per 
1000 

No. 

Sate  per 
1000 

1956 

321 

4.34 

81 

1.09 

10 

1.35 

121 

1.63 

1957 

301 

3.85 

72 

0.92 

9 

0.11 

126 

1.6l 

1958 

340 

4.23 

98 

1.22 

4 

.049 

160 

1.99 

1959 

350 

4.23 

80 

•  97 

3 

.036 

149 

1.8 

I960 

293 

3.45 

90 

1.06 

3 

.035 

125 

1.5 

The  ages  of  death  of  Swindon  residents  are  given  in  the  following 

table 


Year 

0-1 

1-4 

5-14 

15-44 

45-64 

65  and 
Over 

Total 

1959 

42 

9 

3 

45 

189 

559 

847 

I960 

29 

5 

3 

4l 

177 

503 

758 

Maternal  Morality. 

For  the  third  successive  year,  Swindon  has  been  in  the  enviable 
position  of  having  had  no  maternal  deaths.  The  table  below  illustrates 
the  position  over  the  past  five  years:- 


Year 

No.  of  Maternal 
Deaths  in 

Swindon. 

Maternal  Death  Sate  per  1,000  Live  Eirths 

Swindon 

England  &  Wales 

1956 

_ 

0.56 

1957 

2 

1.22 

0.48 

1958 

— 

0.44 

1959 

- 

— 

0.38 

I960 

- 

- 

0.39 
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Infant  Mortality. 

The  following  table  summarises  the  infant  mortality  rate  in  Swindon 
since  1956  as  compared  with  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole. 


Swindon 

England  &  Wales 

Still 

Neo 

Infant 

Still 

Neo 

Infant 

Year 

Birth 

Natal 

Mortality 

Birth 

Natal 

Mortality 

Rate 

Death 

Rate 

Rate 

Rate 

Death 

Rate 

Rate 

1956 

22.4 

l4.0 

19.9 

22.9 

16.8 

23.7 

1957 

20.2 

19.9 

26.4 

22.5 

16.5 

23.1 

1958 

19.0 

26.8 

33.5 

21.6 

16.2 

22.6 

1959 

16.8 

16.5 

23.9 

21.0 

15.8 

22.2 

I960 

14.5 

12.1 

_ 

15.3 

19.7 

15.6 

21.7 

Swindon's  infant  mortality  rate  for  i960  showed  a  further  marked 
fall.  The  figure  of  15*3  is  well  below  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
(21.7).  No  further  light  has  been  thrown  on  the  mystery  of  the  high 
mortality  rate  for  infants  in  Swindon  in  1958,  when  it  reached  its 
highest  level  (33*5)  for  many  years.  It  must  be  realised,  of  course,  that 
the  fluctuation  in  these  rates  from  year  to  year  is  due,  at  least  in  part, 
to  chance  variations  especially  with  regard  to  the  number  of  very 
lightweight  babies  (under  2000  Grammes)  born  during  the  year.  1957  and 
1958  showed  a  remarkably  high  number  of  these  babies  as  is  shown  in  the 
table  below,  which  gives  details  of  the  weights  of  all  premature  babies 
(i.e.  those  weighing  less  than  5?  lbs  or  2,500  grammes  at  birth)  born 
in  Swindon  Maternity  Hospital  over  the  past  5  years 


Weight  in  Grammes 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

I960 

Below  1500 

1501  -  2000 

2001  -  2250 

2251  -  2500 

5  (3) 

15  (2) 

27  (2) 

56  (0) 

18  (14) 
27  (5) 

21  (0) 

58  (3) 

20  (13) 
28  (12) 
26  (2) 

50  (2) 

11  (7) 

22  (5) 

20  (0) 

49  (3) 

8  (7) 

30  (4) 

31  (2) 

63  (1) 

The  figures  in  brackets  show  the  number  of  deaths  in  each  group. 


The  certified  causes  of  death  of  29  Swindon  infants  under  the  age 
of  1  year  during  i960  were  as  follows 


Prematurity  alone 

Prematurity  with  unexpanded  lungs 

Bronchopneumonia 

Congenital  abnormality 

Birth  trauma 

Accidental  death 

Rhesus  incompatibility 


4 

5 

7  (including  1  premature  baby) 

6 

4  (including  2  premature  babies) 
2 

1 


From  this  table  it  can  be  seen  that  12  of  the  premature  babies 
born  to  Swindon  mothers  during  the  year  died,  compared  with  22 
during  the  previous  year. 
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Infectious  Diseases. 


The  table  below  gives  the  number  of  notifications  of 
notifiable  infectious  diseases  in  Swindon  during  the  past 
5  years. 


Disease 

1936 

1957 

1958 

1959 

i960 

Acute  Pneumonia 

16 

19 

11 

20 

25 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

3 

3 

- 

1 

3 

Acute  Polioencephalitis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Diphtheria 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Erysipelas 

4 

3 

6 

cr 

6 

Dysentery,  Food  Poisoning 

152 

25 

80 

71 

*215 

Measles 

43 

2,186 

l,4l4 

478 

110 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 

Fevers 

- 

- 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

53 

55 

56 

43 

?9 

Scarlet  Fever 

22 

31 

206 

130 

43 

Smallpox 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Tuberculosis  -  pulmonary 

50 

35 

42 

24 

37 

Tuberculosis  -  non-pulmonary  12 

4 

9 

6 

11 

Whooping  Cough 

57 

314 

74 

119 

109 

Meningococcal  Infection 

1 

2 

CL 

- 

2 

Acute  Encephalitis 

1 

*  Of  these  4  were  Food  Poisoning. 

This  table  shows  several  points  of  interest.  Firstly  it  was 
a  year  with  very  little  measles,  and  a  large  number  of  dysentery 
notifications.  Fortunately,  the  latter  is  nearly  always  a  mild 
disease,  and,  as  is  the  case  in  most  other  large  towns  in  the  country, 
it  is  endemic  in  Swindon.  The  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified 
shows  a  small  rise.  During  1961  an  intensive  campaign  to  X-Ray  the 
chests  of  all  adult  persons  in  Swindon  is  to  be  carried  out  in  order 
to  try  to  discover  and  treat  all  the  hidden  cases  of  this  disease. 


Poliomyelitis ♦ 

Three  cases  of  paralytic  poliomyelitis  occurred  in  Swindon, 
within  a  few  weeks  of  each  other,  late  in  the  Autumn.  All  three  cases 
occurred  on  the  northern  side  of  the  town  and  it  seems  certain  that 
the  virus  was  fairly  prevalent  at  that  time,  particularly  in  that  part 
of  the  town.  However,  no  definite  connection  between  the  3  cases  could 
be  discovered. 

The  first  case,  a  young  fit  man,  died  after  a  short  illness. 

The  second,  an  older  man,  was  seriously  ill  but  has  made  a  good 
recovery,  though  left  with  weakness  of  the  limbs.  The  third  case,  an 
adolescent  boy,  suffered  only  very  slight  paralysis  and  made  a 
complete  recovery. 

These  cases  produced  a  marked  response  from  the  townspeople 
in  a  demand  for  vaccination.  Details  of  the  vaccination  are  given 
in  the  Area  Health  Report. 
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The  table  below  gives  the  incidence  of  poliomyelitis  in 
Swindon  over  the  past  10  years 


Cases  and  Deaths  from  Poliomyelitis 


Year 

No.  of  Cases 
Notified 

No.  of  Deaths. 

1951 

3 

0 

1952 

2 

0 

1953 

11 

2 

1934 

6 

1 

1953 

8 

1 

1956 

3 

0 

1937 

3 

0 

1938 

0 

0 

1939 

1 

0 

I960 

3 

1 

Diphtheria. 

No  cabe  of  diphtheria  was  reported  in  Swindon  during  i960  and 
there  has  not  been  a  case  since  19^9*  The  last  death  in  Swindon  due 
to  diphtheria  occurred  in  19^* 

However,  small  outbreaks  of  the  disease  still  occur  in 
Britain  and  the  need  for  immunisation  against  it  remains  vital.  Press 
reports  of  small  outbreaks  elsewhere  in  the  country  plus  some  local 
propaganda  resulted  in  a  higher  number  of  children  receiving  booster 
doses  of  diphtheria  antigen  during  the  year. 

The  year  also  saw  the  introduction  of  triple  antigen  for  babies. 
This  provides  protection  against  diphtheria,  whooping  cough  and  tetanus. 

The  trial  of  quadruple  vaccine  (to  protect  against 
poliomyelitis  as  well  as  the  other  three  diseases)  continued  at  the 
Health  Centre. 

Full  details  of  the  position  regarding  immunisation  are  given 
in  the  Area  Report. 

Smallpox. 

There  was  no  case  of  smallpox  in  i960  and  there  have  been 
none  in  Swindon  since  19^+2. 

Food  Poisoning. 

Four  notifications  of  food  poisoning  were  received  during  i960. 
The  first  notification  involved  a  family  and  although  the  organism 
responsible  was  not  isolated  from  the  food  (there  were  no  samples  of 
food  available  for  testing),  it  is  almost  certain  that  the  illness  was 
due  to  a  poison  formed  in  the  food  by  the  germ  staphylococcus.  This  germ 
was  isolated  from  the  noses  of  several  members  of  the  family  and  it  is 
likely  that  the  food  (a  meat  preparation)  was  contaminated  when  it  was 
first  prepared.  It  was  eaten  2  days  after,  thus  giving  the  germ  time  to 
multiply  and  produce  the  toxic  substance. 
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The  second  notification  was  received  1  month  after  symptoms  had 
started  so  it  was  impossible  to  trace  the  source  of  the  infection. 
Similarly,  no  source  of  infection  could  be  traced  in  the  third  case,  a 
child  of  3  years,  who  was  seen  by  his  doctor  nearly  2  weeks  after  symptoms 
began. 


The  fourth  case  turned  out  to  be  due  to  a  germ  not  normally 
associated  with  food  poisoning.  Again  no  source  could  be  traced. 

Dysentery. 

This  disease  is  normally  a  mild  one,  and  usually  the  family 
doctor  is  not  called  in.  It  is  endemic  in  most  of  our  large  towns  and 
Swindon  is  no  exception.  Although  I960  showed  an  increase  in  the  number 
of  notifications  received  (211  compared  with  71  in  1939 )»  it  does  not 
necessarily  mean  that  there  was  a  real  increase  in  the  number  of  cases. 
There  are  many  causes  of  diarrhoea  and  the  diagnosis  of  dysentery  finally 
depends  on  the  isolation  of  the  specific  organism  -  a  procedure  which  is 
not  necessary  before  the  disease  is  notified. 

In  each  case,  the  home  was  visited  by  a  Medical  Officer  or  Public 
Health  Inspector.  School  children  contacts  were  excluded  from  School  until 
proved  free  from  the  disease;  similarly  parents  were  advised  to  stay  away 
from  work  if  that  work  involved  the  handling  of  food. 

Tuberculosis. 


The  number  of  new  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  notified  during 
I960  was  37 »  an  increase  of  13  over  the  previous  year.  The  number  of 
notifications  of  non- pulmonary  tuberculosis  also  rose  from  9  to  11. 

The  table  below  gives  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  notified 

cases. 


Notified  Cases  of  Tuberculosis,  i960. 


Age  Period 

Pulmonary 

Non- Pulmonary 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Under  5  years 

1 

3 

4 

3-10  " 

2 

1 

- 

- 

3 

10  -  13  " 

1 

1 

- 

1 

3 

13  -  20  " 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

20  -  25  " 

1 

1 

- 

- 

2 

23  -  30  " 

2 

3 

- 

1 

6 

30  -  40  " 

4 

6 

2 

2 

14 

40-30  " 

4 

1 

1 

1 

7 

i  30  -  60  " 

2 

- 

1 

— 

3 

Over  60  " 

3 

1 

— 

1 

5 

TOTAL 

20 

17 

4 

7 

48 

13 


The  following  tables  show  the  number  of  cases  of  pulmonary  and 
other  types  of  tuberculosis  notified,  the  case  rate  per  1000  population  and 
the  deaths  and  death  rate  per  1000  population  over  the  past  5  years. 


1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

All  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

Cases 

Case 

Death 

Cases 

Case 

Death 

Year 

Notified 

rate 

Deaths 

rate 

Notified 

rate 

Deaths 

rate 

per 

per 

per 

per 

1000 

1000 

1000 

1000 

popn. 

popn. 

popn. 

popn. 

1956 

50 

0.68 

9 

0.12 

62 

0.84 

10 

0.l4 

1957 

35 

0.45 

7 

0.09 

39 

0.50 

9 

0.12 

1958 

42 

0.52 

4 

0.05 

51 

0.64 

4 

0.05 

1959 

24 

0.29 

3 

0.036 

30 

0.36 

3 

0.036 

I960 

37 

0.44 

3 

0.036 

48 

0.57 

3 

0.036 

It  can  be  seen  that  although  there  was  a  small  rise  in  the  number  of 

cases  notified  last  year,  the  overall  picture  of  the  last  3  years  is  that  of 

a  slow  but  steady  decrease  in  the  number  of  notifications  received. 

Next  year  it  is  planned  to  conduct  an  intensive  Mass  Radiography 
campaign  in  the  town,  in  an  effort  to  track  down  the  hidden  cases  of  T.B. , 
who  are  acting  as  a  reservoir  of  infection  and  a  danger  to  all  those  with 

whom  they  come  into  contact.  It  has  been  estimated  that  there  are  up  to 

50  of  these  persons  in  the  town,  who  are  probably  quite  unconscious  of 
their  threat  to  the  health  of  others.  The  campaign  will  involve  a  great 
deal  of  effort  on  the  part  of  the  Organising  Committee,  and  the  Mass 
Radiography  Service,  and  it  deserves  the  wholehearted  support  of  all 
Swindon  residents. 

Measles  and  Whooping  Cough. 

Contrary  to  expectations  i960  proved  to  be  a  year  in  which  there 
were  few  cases  of  measles.  The  numbers  (l?0)  were  the  lowest  recorded 
since  1956.  This  must  have  been  due  to  the  protection  afforded  by  the 
large  amount  of  measles  in  the  years  1957  and  1958  lasting  longer  than 
had  been  expected. 

Thus  it  seems  very  likely  that  1961  will  contain  a  substantial 
number  of  measles  cases. 

The  number  of  whooping  cough  cases  showed  little  change  from  the 

previous  year. 

Happily  there  were  no  deaths  from  either  disease. 

The  figures  for  the  last  5  years  are  shown  below:- 


Year 

Measles 

: 

Whooping  Cough 

Number 

Notified 

Number  of 
Deaths 

Number 

Notified 

Number  of 
Deaths 

1956 

43 

57 

1957 

2186 

— 

314 

- 

1958 

l4l4 

- 

74 

- 

1959 

478 

- 

119 

- 

I960 

[ 

170 

— 

109 

““ 
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Medical  Examination  of  Staff. 

During  the  year,  the  Medical  Officers  carried  out  the  following 
examinations  of  staff 

Candidates  for  entry  into  the  Superannuation  Scheme  and 


transfer  to  the  established  list  of  employees  . . .  270 

Candidates  for  Public  Service  Vehicle  Licences  ...  73 

Entrants  to  Training  Colleges  .  42 

School  Meals  Service  .  114 

Others  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 
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Section  47,  National  Assistance  Act,  1948. 

Under  this  Act  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  conjunction  with 
the  family  doctor  can  obtain  a  magistrates  court  order  or  in  emergency 
a  certificate  from  one  magistrate  to  empower  the  removal  to  hospital  or 
welfare  home  of  persons  who:- 

a)  are  suffering  from  grave  chronic  disease  or,  being  aged,  infirm  or 
physically  incapacitated,  are  living  in  insanitary  conditions,  and 

b)  are  unable  to  devote  to  themselves,  and  are  not  receiving  from  other 
persons,  proper  care  and  attention. 


During  this  year  several  such  cases  were  referred  to  this 
department  but  in  each  instance  the  patient  was  persuaded  to  accept 
admission  without  recourse  to  legal  proceedings. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  PUBLIC  HEALTH 
INSPECTOR  FOR  THE  YEAR  I960 

★  *  *  ♦ 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the  work 
carried  out  in  the  Public  Health  Inspectors'  Section  during  the  year  I960, 

STAFF 


Mr.  G.  Sinkins  was  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy  for  Fupil  Public 
Health  Inspector  and  commenced  duties  on  the  2nd  May,  i960. 

Mr.  G.  Holmes,  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector,  who  had  been  in 
the  service  of  the  Corporation  since  the  11th  March,  1958,  secured 
another  appointment  and  terminated  his  services  with  the  Council  on  the 
30th  June,  I960,  and  Mr.  R.  Walker  was  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy 
caused  by  this  resignation  and  commenced  duties  on  the  1st  September,  i960. 

Mr.  R.  Hayward,  a  former  pupil  in  the  Department,  who  after 
qualifying  as  a  Public  Health  Inspector  was  appointed  to  the  permanent 
staff,  was  successful  in  securing  a  similar  appointment  with  another 
Authority  and  left  the  service  of  the  Corporation  on  the  3rd  April,  i960. 
The  vacancy  caused  by  this  resignation  had  not  been  filled  at  the  close 
of  the  year. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955- 


The  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations ,  i960,  except  in  their 
application  to  ships,  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  October,  I960, 
and  amend  and  consolidate  the  Regulations  of  1955/57*  A  number  of 
amendments  have  been  embodied  in  the  new  provisions  and  these  Regulations 
are  now  the  main  statutory  provisions  for  controlling  personal  and 
food  hygiene  at  food  premises  other  than  slaughterhouses  and  dairies  which 
are  controlled  by  separate  Regulations. 

1,552  visits  and  401  revisits  were  made  to  food  premises  during 
the  year  under  the  provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  and  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations  including  registered  premises.  During  the  course  of  these 
visits  726  infringements  of  the  Regulations  were  found  and  639 
infringements  were  remedied  following  verbal  notice  or  advisory  letters. 

It  was,  however,  necessary  to  institute  legal  proceedings  against  three 
proprietors  of  a  Restaurant  in  respect  of  l6  breaches  of  the  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations.  The  defendants  pleaded  "GUILTY"  to  each  of  the 
charges  and  were  fined  a  total  of  £117  with  £15*  15s.  costs.  On  an 
application  by  the  Council  under  Section  l4  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
1955,  the  Court  made  an  Order  disqualifying  the  three  proprietors  from 
using  the  premises  as  catering  premises  for  a  period  of  three  months. 

Two  food  handlers  were  prosecuted  for  smoking  in  food  rooms  where 
open  food  was  being  handled  (Regulation  9  (e)  of  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations,  1955  and  i960  respectively)  and  a  fine  of  £5  was  imposed 
by  the  Magistrates  in  each  of  these  cases.  A  similar  fine  was  imposed  on 
a  slaughterman  for  smoking  in  the  Corporation  Public  Abattoir 
(Slaughterhouse  Hygiene  Regulations  -  Regulation  37)* 

One  butcher  was  prosecuted  and  fined  £5  for  failing  to  wear 
proper  head  covering  when  carrying  meat  on  his  shoulder  (Regulation  30 
of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  1955)* 
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During  the  year  under  review  various  complaints  were  received 
regarding  foreign  matter  etcetera  in  food  and  legal  proceedings  were 
taken  in  a  number  of  instances;  these  with  the  results  are  summarized 
as  follows 

For  selling  a  bottle  of  pasteurised  milk  containing  a  mouse  -  retailer  fined 
£10  and  10/-  costs  (Milk  and  Dairies  General  Regulations,  1959)* 

M  M  a  mouldy  sausage  roll  -  retailer  fined  £5  (Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1995 

-  Section  2) . 

”  "  a  wrapped  sliced  loaf  of  bread  with  foreign  matter  embedded  in 

the  substance  -  case  dismissed  (Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  - 
Section  2). 

"  M  a  cream  bun  with  a  cockroach  embedded  in  the  substance  of  the 

cream  -  retailer  fined  £5  (Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  -  Section  2). 

"  "  a  cake  slice  with  a  piece  of  wire  embedded  in  the  substance  - 

retailer  fined  £5  (Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  -  Section  2). 

"  supplying  school  milk  in  a  bottle  containing  a  piece  of  glass  - 

distributor  fined  £5  (Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  -  Section  2). 

M  selling  a  mouldy  steak  and  kidney  pie  -  retailer  fined  £5  (Food  and 
Drugs  Act  1955,  Section  2). 

"  ”  a  mouldy  Cocktail  meat  pie  -  retailer  fined  £10  and  £11  costs 

(Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  -  Section  2). 

"  "  sliced  corned  beef  unfit  for  human  consumption  -  retailer  fined 

£5  (Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  -  Section  8  and  9)* 

"  "  a  fruit  tart  containing  a  spider  -  retailer  fined  £5  (Food 

and  Drugs  Act,  1955  -  Section  2). 

"  "  cooked  ham  unfit  for  human  consumption  -  retailer  fined  £5 

(Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  -  Section  8). 

"  "  milk  in  a  dirty  bottle  with  insects  adhering  to  the  internal 

surface  of  the  bottle  -  retailer  fined  £10  (Milk  and  Dairies 
(General)  Regulations,  1959  -  Regulation  27). 

SAMPLING 


106  samples  of  milk  and  171  samples  of  other  food  stuffs  were 
submitted  to  the  Fublic  Analyst  for  examination  and  particulars  of  these 
samples  together  with  the  action  taken  in  respect  of  unsatisfactory  samples, 
will  be  found  on  pages  27  and  28. 

Following  a  request  from  the  Association  of  Municipal  Corporations 
the  Public  Health  Committee  agreed  for  a  number  of  meat  pie  samples  to  be 
submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  in  order  to  obtain  information  on  the 
composition  of  pies  being  sold  to  the  public. 

28  pies  were  procured  and  the  results  of  the  analyses  were 
submitted  to  the  Food  Standards  Committee  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food  for  consideration  in  connection  with  the  advisability  or 
otherwise  of  fixing  a  statutory  standard  for  the  meat  content  of  these 
products. 

The  meat  content  of  the  products  examined  varied  from  3%  to  44.9%  and 
it  is  interesting  to  note  that  this  considerable  variation  had  little  bearing 
on  the  price  paid. 

From  the  results  obtained  some  form  of  statutory  control  over  the 
percentage  of  meat  in  this  type  of  product  would  appear  to  be  highly 
desirable. 
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A  table  showing  details  of  the  analyses  will  be  found  on  pages  30  and  31 

113  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  to  the  Fathological  Laboratory 
for  bacteriological  examination  and  details  of  these  samples  will  be 
found  on  page  26. 

40  samples  of  milk  were  sent  to  the  Pathological  Laboratory  for 
biological  examination  and  all  were  found  to  be  free  from  tubercle  bacilli. 


ICE-CREAM: 


10  new  registrations  were  granted  authorising  the  sale  of  ice-cream 
from  premises  in  the  Borough  and  NINE  samples  of  ice-cream  were  submitted 
to  the  Public  Analyst  for  chemical  examination  and  all  were  found  to 
comply  with  the  appropriate  prescribed  standards. 

20  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Pathological  Laboratory  for 
bacteriological  examination  during  the  year,  11  being  placed  in 
Grade  1,  4  in  Grade  2  and  5  in  Grade  4. 

There  is  no  prescribed  statutory  bacteriological  standard  of 
cleanliness  of  ice-cream.  The  Methylene  Blue  Test  is  used  for  the  routine 
grading  and  measurement  for  the  bacteriological  cleanliness  of  this  product. 

MERCHANDISE  MARKS  ACT: 


Under  the  Merchandise  Marks  Acts  and  Orders  made  there-under  it  is 
compulsory  for  certain  imported  food  stuffs  to  be  marked  conspicuously 
with  the  country  of  origin  or  with  the  word  "EMPIRE"  or  the  word  "FOREIGN" 
as  the  case  may  require. 

During  the  year  under  review  particular  attention  was  focussed  on 
the  provisions  of  these  Marking  Orders  and  in  this  connection  300  visits 
were  made  to  food  premises.  Although  in  a  number  of  instances  infringements 
were  observed  it  was  evident  that  most  of  these  were  due  to  ignorance  of 
the  law.  In  each  case  the  traders  were  interviewed  and  advised  on  the 
appropriate  labelling  and  marking  requirements.  This  was  followed  by 
advisory  letters  setting  out  the  provisions  of  the  appropriate  Orders  and 
in  every  case  ready  co-operation  on  the  part  of  the  traders  resulted  in 
the  Orders  being  complied  with  without  resort  to  legal  proceedings. 

MEAT  INSPECTION  AND  PUBLIC  ABATTOIR: 


In  accordance  with  Section  3  of  the  Slaughterhouses  Act,  1958,  the 
Council's  report  on  slaughtering  facilities  was  submitted  to  the  Minister 
of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food. 

The  Report  dealt  with  existing  and  probable  future  requirements 
of  the  district  for  slaughtering  facilities  and  set  out  the  facilities 
which  are  available  to  meet  those  requirements  at  the  Swindon  Public 
Abattoir,  where  all  the  slaughtering  in  the  Borough  is  carried  out. 

The  Report  was  approved  by  the  Minister  except  that  the  date 
suggested  by  the  Council  on  which  the  new  constructional  standards  for 
hygiene  could  apply,  was,  for  administrative  convenience,  amended  by  the 
Minister  from  the  1st  October,  I960,  to  the  1st  January,  1961. 

As  there  is  no  processing  plant  at  the  Swindon  Abattoir  all 
condemned  meat  is  disposed  of  in  accordance  with  the  new  regulations  by 
a  processor  whose  premises  are  situated  outside  the  Borough. 
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There  was  a  considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  cattle 
slaughtered  at  the  Public  Abattoir  during  the  year  -  9?647  cattle  compared 
with  6,862  in  1959  -  but  there  was  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  pigs 
slaughtered  resulting  in  a  total  of  33 ♦ 907  animals  being  slaughtered  and 
inspected  and  nearly  60  tons  of  meat  being  rejected  as  being  unfit  for 
human  consumption  during  the  year. 

It  is  pleasing  to  report  a  further  decrease  in  the  percentage  of 
cattle  found  to  be  affected  with  tuberculosis.  Of  the  4,815  cows  inspected 
only  1.3 %  were  found  to  be  affected  with  the  disease  compared  with  4. 8%  in 

1939. 


Routine  examination  is  made  for  evidence  of  cysticercosis  and  of 
the  total  carcases  inspected  34  were  found  to  be  affected  with  the  cysts 
representing  .33%  of  the  cattle  inspected.  These  carcases,  after  condemnation 
of  the  affected  parts,  were  submitted  for  cold  storage  treatment  in  accordance 
with  the  Ministry's  recommendation. 

HOUSING  AND  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS: 


FOUR  statutory  notices  in  respect  of  four  dwelling-houses  requiring 
the  conversion  of  closets  to  water  closets  served  in  November,  1939 1  under 
Section  47  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1938,  were  complied  with  during  the 
year  and  payments  of  £5.  12.  7d.  and  £4,  11.  6d.  respectively  were  made  to 
the  owners  in  respect  of  two  of  these  conversions,  representing  half  of  the 
total  cost  of  the  work  involved  in  providing  a  flushing  cistern  to  these 
properties.  No  claim  in  respect  of  the  two  other  conversions  had  been 
received  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

TWO  statutory  notices  served  under  Sections  92/93  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  in  respect  of  two  houses  were  complied  with  by  the  owners 
during  the  year. 

2,228  primary  inspections  were  made  to  dwelling-houses  on  application 
or  as  a  result  of  complaints  and  repairs  were  carried  out  at  394  houses  as 
a  result  of  informal  action  under  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1936. 


ONE  Clearance  Order  relating  to  two  houses  and  ONE  Compulsory  Purchase 
Order  relating  to  eight  dwelling-houses  were  awaiting  confirmation  by  the 
Minister  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

278  persons,  of  whom  271  were  re-housed  by  Swindon  Corporation,  were 
displaced  from  unfit  houses  during  the  year. 

THE  HOUSING  (FINANCIAL  PROVISIONS)  ACT,  1938 : 

83  dwellings  affecting  229  persons  were  inspected  in  connection  with 
the  re-housing  of  families  from  the  local  authority  owned  property  and 
TIVELVE  Certificates  of  Unfitness  were  issued  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  in  respect  of  69  dwellings  which  were  found  on  inspection  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation. 

OVERCROWDING : 


The  records  of  the  Department  show  that  at  the  commencement  of  the 
year  there  were  twelve  cases  of  overcrowding  affecting  85^  persons 
outstanding.  Ten  new  cases  affecting  4l  persons  came  to  the  notice  of 
the  Department  and  two  cases  affecting  l8  persons  were  abated  during  the 
year,  leaving  19  cases  of  overcrowding  affecting  112  persons  outstanding 
at  the  close  of  the  year. 

DRAINAGE  WORK: 


The  drains  of  324  premises  were  relaid  or  overhauled  during  the 
year  under  the  supervision  of  the  Fublic  Health  Inspectors. 
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CARAVAN  SITES  AND  CONTROL  OF  DEVELOPMENT  ACT,  I960: 


The  above-mentioned  Act  came  into  operation  on  the  29th 
August,  I960. 

Following  a  report  on  the  number  and  condition  of  all 
existing  caravan  sites  in  the  Borough,  the  Council  approved  special 
conditions,  based  on  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  Model 
Standards,  regulating  the  number  of  caravans  for  each  site  and  for 
securing  that  sites  are  properly  maintained  and  equipped  with  adequate 
sanitary  and  other  facilities.  These  new  standards  are  incorporated 
as  conditions  when  issuing  licences  under  the  new  Act. 

During  the  year  NINE  site  licences  were  issued;  these  were  in 
respect  of  existing  sites  authorising  the  use  of  the  land  for  stationing 
a  total  of  19  caravans. 

RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT,  1991: 


FOUR  licences  were  granted  during  the  year  for  the  storage  of  rag 
flock  and  SEVEN  premises  remain  on  the  Register  of  Premises  where 
upholstery,  including  the  stuffing  and  lining  of  bedding,  toys  etcetera 
is  being  carried  out. 

FIVE  samples  of  filling  materials  were  submitted  to  the  Prescribed 
Analyst  and  all  were  found  to  satisfy  the  standard  of  cleanliness 
prescribed  in  the  Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951* 

CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1996: 


A  number  of  complaints  regarding  smoke  nuisances  were  received 
during  the  year.  These  resulted  in  a  total  of  144  visits  being  made  to 
factories  and  other  premises  and  104  smoke  observations  were  made  on 
industrial  chimneys  in  connection  with  these  complaints.  The  emissions 
were  found  to  be  mainly  due  to  the  misuse  of  plant  and  in  each  instance 
advice  on  the  proper  management  of  these  furnaces  resulted  in  the 
nuisances  being  abated. 

No  legal  proceedings  were  taken  during  the  year. 

NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT,  I960: 

The  Noise  Abatement  Act  came  into  operation  on  the  27th 
November,  i960.  Similar  powers  to  deal  with  this  form  of  nuisance  have 
been  available  in  Swindon  under  the  provisions  of  Section  46  of  the 
Swindon  Corporation  Act,  1947* 

Numerous  complaints  of  noise  were  received  and  dealt  with  during 
the  year  and  it  is  evident  from  the  number  of  complaints  received  that 
the  public  is  becoming  more  and  more  noise  conscious.  Experience  gained 
in  implementing  the  noise  abatement  provisions  of  the  Swindon  Corporation 
Act  show  that  it  is  ofttimes  difficult  to  disprove  the  "best  practicable 
means"  defence,  particularly  when  dealing  with  the  larger  industrial 
establishments  and  although  it  is  not  always  possible  to  obtain  complete 
elimination  of  the  noise,  every  effort  is  made  by  the  Department  to 
secure  the  abatement  of  the  nuisance  as  far  as  is  practicable. 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949: 

77 6  primary  inspections  and  1,364  revisits  were  made  to  premises 
in  connection  with  rat  or  mouse  infestations  during  i960.  356  of  these 

inspections  were  made  as  a  result  of  complaints  received  and  treatment  was 
carried  out  at  4l0  premises  for  the  eradication  of  rodents. 

Test  baiting  of  the  sewer  manholes  was  carried  out  as  a  result  of 
which  it  was  necessary  to  treat  systematically  293  manholes  for  rat 
infestation  at  each  of  two  maintenance  treatments  which  were  made  during 
the  year;  this  involved  768  primary  visits  and  1,103  re-visits. 
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The  results  obtained  by  systematic  baiting  of  the  sewers  over  the 
past  thirteen  years  are  clearly  shown  on  the  chart  on  page  39. 

Regular  routine  inspections  for  rat  infestation  were  made  at  the 
Rodbourne  Tip,  Rodbourne  and  Broome  Sewage  Works  and  the  Rodbourne  Salvage 
Depot.  The  controlled  tip  at  Rodbourne  remains  practically  free  from  rats 
and  the  permanent  baiting  points  which  have  been  provided  at  the  Salvage 
Depot  were  regularly  visited  with  the  result  that  no  serious  infestation 
occurred.  It  was,  however,  necessary  to  carry  out  fairly  extensive  baiting 
at  both  Broome  and  Rodbourne  Sewage  Works  on  a  number  of  occasions  during 
the  year. 

Disinfestation  for  rats  or  mice  was  carried  out  at  82  business  premises 
at  a  total  cost  of  £217*  19*  ?d.  which  is  recoverable  from  the  occupiers  of 
the  premises  concerned. 

PUBLIC  SWIMMING  BATHS: 


The  Annual  Report  for  1999  included  a  paragraph  describing  the 
public  swimming  baths  which  are  available  in  the  Borough.  These  are  the 
two  Corporation  covered  baths  at  Faringdon  Road,  Swindon,  and  the  Corporation 
Open  Air  Swimming  Pool  at  Coate  Water.  There  has  been  no  change  in  these 
facilities  during  i960  except  that  the  two  baths  at  Faringdon  Road  now  remain 
open  to  the  public  for  swimming  all  the  year  round. 

The  three  baths  are  supplied  from  the  town's  mains  and  the  water 
supplied  to  each  bath  is  subject  to  continuous  circulation,  filtration  and 
chlorination. 

Samples  of  all  swimming  bath  waters  are  taken  for  bacteriological 
and  chemical  examination  and  the  results  of  the  examinations  of  the  samples 
taken  during  the  year  are  as  follows 

DETAILS  OF  SWIMMING  BATH  WATERS  SUBMITTED  FOR 
BACTERIOLOGICAL  AND/OR  CHEMICAL  EXAMINATION 


BATH 

WATER 

SAMPLED 

Number  of  Samples 

taken  with  Results 

BACTERIOLOGICAL 

CHEMICAL 

No. 

taken 

Results 

No. 

taken 

Results. 

Small  Bath, 

Faringdon 

Road. 

6 

24/48  hr. Plate  Count 
at  97°C  in  One  Milli¬ 
litre  Water  -  Satis¬ 
factory.  Presumptive 
Coli  per  100  mis. NIL. 
Faecal  Coli  per  100 
mis.  Absent  in  all 
samples . 

9 

Reported  by  Public 
Analyst  to  be 
satisfactory  for 
swimming  bath 
wat  er . 

Large  Bath, 

Faringdon 

Road. 

9 

ditto 

4 

ditto 

Open  Air 
Swimming 
Pool,  Coate 
Water 

2 

H 

2 

n 

The  bacteriological  reports  show  that  the  swimming  bath  waters  were 
maintained  at  a  satisfactory  standard  of  purity. 
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WATER  SUPPLY: 


Apart  from  the  Railway  works,  which  are  supplied  from  the 
British  Railways'  private  source  at  Kemble,  the  water  supply  for  the 
whole  of  the  town  is  obtained  from  three  main  sources.  These  are 
situated  outside  the  Borough,  at  Latton,  Ogbourne  St.  George  and  Wroughton. 

The  three  water  works  together  provide  the  piped  water  supplies  to 
the  Borough  and  about  100  sq.  miles  of  the  country  around  Swindon.  In 
all  about  115,000  people  are  served  with  piped  water  from  the  Swindon 
sources  and  to  satisfy  present  industrial  and  domestic  demands  about 
5i;  million  gallons  daily  have  to  be  supplied.  The  treatment  at  each 
source  consists  of  marginal  chlorination. 

In  addition  to  26  samples  of  chlorinated  water  which  were  submitted 
for  chemical  analysis,  251  samples  of  raw  water  (before  chlorination) 
were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  and'  250  chlorinated 
samples  were  analysed  bacteriologically  during  the  year.  These  figures 
include  samples  of  water  taken  at  source  by  the  Borough  Surveyor's 
Department . 

Details  of  the  bacteriological  and  chemical  results  are  given  on 
pages  3^  & 33  the  report. 

No  contamination  of  the  water  supply  occurred  during  the  year  and  the 
water  supplied  from  all  sources  is  not  liable  to  plumbo-solvent  action. 

The  total  number  of  dwelling-houses  supplied  by  piped  supply  from 
the  public  mains  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  27,865,  serving  a 
population  of  approximately  85,000. 

Number  of  houses  with  stand-pipes  -  Six. 

SEWERAGE : 


Apart  from  urgently  necessary  improvements  to  storm  water  drainage 
in  the  north  central  area  of  the  Borough,  the  drainage  of  the  town  is 
generally  adequate.  A  large  section  of  the  storm  drainage  referred 
to  above  is  scheduled  to  be  commenced  in  196l. 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL: 


The  Council's  main  sewage  works  at  Rodbourne  has  been  almost 
completely  rebuilt  and  modernised  over  the  past  eight  years  and  now  has 
a  capacity  of  110,000  population  and  is  designed  to  discharge  a  Royal 
Commission  Standard  effluent. 

The  present  population  is  now  approximately  85,000  and  is  increasing 
continuously.  Furthermore  the  Thames  Convervancy  Board  are  now  asking  for 
effluent  standards  much  higher  than  those  of  the  Royal  Commission  and  this 
will  necessitate  further  works  extensions.  The  old  Sewage  Works  at 
Broome,  which  at  present  treats  the  sewage  from  a  considerable  part  of 
Old  Town,  is  to  be  dispensed  with  in  the  near  future;  this  works  will  be 
by-passed  and  the  sewage  from  Old  Town  will  be  discharged  into  the  new 
link  sewer  now  under  construction  and  taken  to  the  new  works  at  Rodbourne. 

HEALTH  EDUCATION: 

Following  our  usual  practice  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  have,  during 
the  year  under  review,  given  talks  to  the  employees  of  various  food 
traders  on  the  importance  of  the  hygienic  preparation  and  handling  of  food, 
and  to  many  other  organisations  on  the  work  of  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors'  section  generally. 

In  concluding  my  report  I  desire  to  thank  all  officers  of  the 
Corporation  for  their  assistance  and  ready  co-operation  throughout  the  year. 

R . A .  LAW 

Principal  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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INSPECTIONS  AND  REVISITS  -  i960. 


PREMISES 


Primary 

Inspections  Revisits 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936. 

Dwelling-houses  on  complaint 
Dwelling-houses-no  nuisance  found 
Other  Premises  ...  ... 

oaravans  ...  ...  ... 

Marine  Stores/Offensive  trades 
Stables  &  Piggeries  ...  ... 

Theatres,  Cinemas  etc.  ...  ... 

Licensed  premises  ...  ... 

Public  Sanitary  Conveniences  ... 
Verminous  premises  ...  ... 

Infectious  Disease  Enquiries 
Drainage  Work  under  supervision 


CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1936 

Inspections  -  Dwelling-houses  ...  . . . 

-  Factories  &  other  premises 

-  Smoke  Observations 

HOUSING  ACT,  1937- 

Dwelling— hous es  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Houses  inspected  and  recorded  ....  . . . 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  . . . 


697 

900 

262 

28 

219 

117 

95 

45 

9 

2 

12 

6 

2 

- 

46 

30 

12 

- 

24 

15 

242 

60 

426 

923 

12 

3 

23 

2 

87 

17 

868 

142 

117 

15 

30 

17 

RENT  ACT,  1957- 

Dwelling-houses  inspected  in  connection  with 
applications  for  Certificates  of 
Disrepair  etcetera  ...  ...  ...  3 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1933. 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Butchers '  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Dairies  . ® .  ...  ...  ... 

F:;  sh  Shops  and  Fish  Friers  ...  ... 

Food  preparation  and  Food  storage  premises 
Food  Shops/premises  ...  ...  ... 

Ice-cream  premises  ...  ...  ... 

Licenced  premises  ...  ...  ... 

Markets  and  food  stalls  ...  ... 

Restaurants,  cafes,  canteens  etcetera 
Slaughterhouse  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Merchandise  Marks  Order  ...  ... 


30 

105 

37 

73 

58 

469 

128 

89 

146 

121 

572 

294 


6 


9 

4l 

7 

10 

9 

170 

10 

57 

13 

69 

10 

6 


FOOD  AND  DRUNGS  ACT,  1955  -  SAMPLING 


Food  Samples  -  Bacteriological  ...  5 
Food  and  Drug  Samples  -  Chemical  . . .  171 
Ice-cream  Samples  -  Methylene  Blue  Test  20 
Milk  Samples  -  Chemical  ...  ...  106 
Milk  Samples  -  Methylene  Blu e/Phosphatase/ 

Turbidity  Tests  . . .  113 
Milk  Samples  -  Biological  ...  ...  40 


5,765  2,739 


Carried  forward 
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PREMISES 


Primary 

Inspections  Revisits 


Brought  forward 


OTHER  SAMPLES 

Water  samples  -  Bacteriological  ...  ... 

Water  samples  -  Chemical  ...  ...  ... 

Water  samples  from  Swimming  Baths/Bathing 
Pools j  etc .  ...  ...  ... 

Sewage  Effluent  samples  ...  ...  ... 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1939- 

Factories  -  mechanical  ...  ...  ... 

Factories  -  non-mechanical  ...  ... 

Building  sites,  Electrical  stations  etc. 
Outworkers  ...  ...  ...  ... 

SWINDON  CORPORATION  ACTS,  194?  and  1931. 

Hairdressers '  Premises  ...  ...  ... 

Hawkers  Vehicles,  Premises  etc.  ....  ... 

Inspections  in  connection  with  noise  nuisances 


3763 

2739 

33 

12 

- 

26 

_ 

12 

— 

182 

111 

30 

21 

52 

25 

26 

— 

73 

56 

71 

66 

53 

13 

AGRICULTURE  (SAFETY,  HEALTH  AND  WELFARE  PROVISIONS) 

REGULATIONS .  10 

DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  (WASTE  FOODS)  ORDER  ...  9 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948.  ...  ...  ? 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949  ...  114 


2 

94 


RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT ,1931. 

Inspection  of  premises  ...  ...  ...  4 

Samples  of  Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  5 

SHOPS  ACTS,  1930  Section  10  9  1 

MISCELLANEOUS  . .  .  3,363  374 

10, .060  3,302 


TOTAL 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1935- 


Premises  registered  for  the  Preparation  or  manufacture  of 
Sausages  or  Potted,  Pressed,  Pickled  or  Preserved  Food 

Premises  registered  for  the  Manufacture,  Sale  or  Storage  of 
Ice-cream  « .  .  . .  .  « . •  •  • « 


Registered  Dairies  ...  ...  ... 

Registered  Distributors  of  Milk 
Wholesale  Grocery/conf eetionery  premises 
Grocery  and  Provision  shops  ...  ... 

General  Food  shops  ...  ...  ... 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Bakers  and  Confectioners premises  ... 

Restaurants,  Cafes  and  Snack  Bars  ... 

Works '  Canteens  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Schools'  Meals  Services  premises  ... 

Wholesale  Greengrocery  premises  ... 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers'  premises  ... 

Wholesale  Meat  Stores  ...  ...  ... 

Butchers '  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Wholesale  Fish  Depots  ...  ...  ... 

Fishmongers '  and  Fish  Friers '  premises 
Wholesale  Wine  and  Beer  premises 
Licensed  Hotels,  Public  Houses  and  Off  Licences 
Licensed  Clubs  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Chemists '  and  Drugs  Stores  ...  ... 

Mineral  Water  Works  and  Wholesale  Depots 
Sweet  ohops  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Wholesale  Ice-cream  premises  ...  ... 

Travelling-shop  warehouses  ...  ... 

W. V . S .  Kitchen  ...  ...  ...  ... 


Pie-making  Factory 


SWINDON  CORPORATION  ACT,  19^7 


Premises  registered  as  accommodation  for  food  intended  for  sale 

from  vehicles  . . . 


Ill 

316 

15 

38 

6 

34 

167 

13 

26 

69 

23 

30 

8 

48 

3 

73 

2 

34 

3 

105 

32 

28 

3 

87 

2 

3 

1 

1 
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Hawkers  registered  for  the  sale  of  food  from  vehicles 


•  •  • 


80 
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INFRINGEMENTS  OF  THE  FOOD  HYGIENE 
(GENERAL)  REGULATIONS,  I960,  REMEDIED  DURING  i960. 

Unsatisfactory  premises  . „ .  „ . .  ... 

Unclean  or  unsatisfactory  equipment  ... 

No  protection  from  contamination  ... 

Food  placed  lower  than  l8"  from  the  ground 
Unsatisfactory  personal  cleanliness  ... 

Smoking  and  taking  snuff  ...  ...  ... 

Unsatisfactory  carriers  or  wrapping  ... 

Unsatisfactory  drainage  , . .  ...  ... 

Unsatisfactory  sanitary  accommodation  ... 

Absence  of  Notice  requesting  washing  of  hands  . 

Absence  of  water  supply  ...  ...  ... 

Absence  of  wash  basins  ...  ...  ... 

Absence  of  hot  or  cold  water  supply  to  wash  basins 
Absence  of  soap/nail  brushes  ...  ... 

Absence  of  towels  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Absence  of  First  Aid  equipment  ...  ... 

Absence  of  accommodation  for  clothing  ... 

Absence  of  sufficient  sinks  ...  ...  . 

Absence  of  hot  and  cold  water  to  sinks  ... 

Absence  of  soap  or  detergents  for  sinks 
Absence  of  clean  wiping  cloths  ...  ... 

Unsatisfactory  ligh ting/ ventilation  ... 

Food  rooms  used  as,  or  communicating  with,  sleeping  places 
Defective/unclean  ceilings  ...  ... 

’./alls  ...  ...  .0.  . 

windows  ...  ...  « 

c.oors  « 4  •  i>  • 


woodwork  ...  ... 

f-LOors...  ...  ...  . 

fittings/fixtures  ... 

Unsatisfactory  protection  against  rodents/insects 
Accumulations  of  rubbish  etcetera  ....  ... 

Unsatisfactory  temperature  of  food  for  immediate  consumption 
Absence  of  name  and  address  on  stalls  or  vehicles 
Absence  of  covering  of  sides  and  backs  of  stalls  or  vehicles 
Absence  of  covered  receptacles  for  waste  and  trimmings 

MEAT  VANS 

Absence  of  impervious  floor  or  duckboards  ...  ... 

Absence  of  receptacles  for  offal  ...  ...  ... 

Offal  not  covered  in  receptacles  ...  ...  ... 

Absence  of  cleanliness  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Absence  of  clean  head  covering/overalls  ...  ... 

Miscellaneous  infringements  ...  ...  ...  ... 


TOTAL 


Remedied 

1 

86 

7 

15 

3 

6 


28 

13 

15 
30 
30 

16 

14 
11 

4 

13 
1 

3 

14 

70 

104 

18 

10 

23 

49 

1 

1 

9 

1 

11 

6 


1 

2 

1 

23 

6^0 
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.MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATION)  (RAW  MILK)  AND 
(PASTEURISED  AND  STERILISED  MILK)  REGULATIONS,  1949 

Licences  in  force  within  the  Borough  issued  by  the  Swindon  Borough  Council 

Dealers'  Licences  authorising  the  use  of  the  special  designation 

"Tuberculin  Tested"  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Dealers'  Supplementary  Licences  authorising  the  use  of  the 

special  designation  "Tuberculin  Tested"  ...  ...  ...  6 

Dealers'  Licences  authorising  the  use  of  the  special  designation 

"Pasteurised'  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

Dealers'  (Pasteurisers')  Licences  authorising  the  use  of  the 

special  designation  "Pasteurised"  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Dealers'  Supplementary  Licences  authorising  the  use  of  the 

special  designation  "Pasteurised"  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Dealers'  Licences  authorising  the  use  of  the  special  designation 

"Sterilised"  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  l6 

Dealers'  Supplementary  Licences  authorising  the  use  of  the 

special  designation  "Sterilised"  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


SAMPLES  OF  MILK  SUBMITTED  FOR  BACTERIOLOGICAL 
EXAMINATION  TO  THE  PATHOLOGICAL  LABORATORY. 

PRINCESS  MARGARET  HOSFITAL,  OKUS  ROAD,  SWINDON,  DURING  THE  YEAR 

ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  I960. 


Designation 

No.  of 

Samples 

taken. 

Satisfactory 

Not 

Satisfactory 

Tuberculin  Tested 

6 

3 

1  (a) 

Tuberculin  Tested 
(Pasteurised) 

65 

61 

4  (b) 

Pasteurised 

37 

37 

- 

Sterilised 

5 

3 

- 

TOTALS 

113 

108 

5 

(a)  This  sample,  which  was  procured  from  a  dairy  farmer  whose  premises  are 
situated  outside  the  Borough,  failed  the  Methylene  Blue  Test  and  the 
appropriate  Licensing  Officer  was  informed. 

(b)  3  sampled  failed  the  Phosphatase  Test  and  1  sample  failed  the 
Methylene  Blue  Test. 

Follow-up  samples  were  taken  in  each  case  and  these  were  found  to  be 
entirely  satisfactory. 

SAMPLES  OF  MILK  SUBMITTED  FOR  BIOLOGICAL 
EXAMINATION  TO  THE  PATHOLOGICAL  LABORATORY, 

PRINCESS  MARGARET  HOSPITAL,  OKUS  ROAD,  SWINDON,  DURING  THE  YEAR 

ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  i960. 


Designation 

No .  of 

Samples 

taken. 

Negative 

results. 

Positive 

results. 

Tuberculin  Tested 

38 

38 

__ 

Non-Designated 

2 

2 

- 

TOTALS 

40 

40 

- 
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ICE-CREAM  (HEAT  TREATMENT,  ETC.)  REGULATIONS,  1939- 

Samples  qf  Ice-cream  submitted  for  Bacteriological  examination 
to  the  Pathological  Laboratory,  Princess  Margaret  Hospital,  Okus,  Swindon 


Samples 

taken 

Placed  in 
Grade  I 

Placed  in 
Grade  2 

Placed  in 

Grade  3 

Placed  in 
Grade  4 

20 

11 

4 

- 

5* 

*  These  were  samples  of  bulk  ice-cream.  The  retailers  concerned  were 
visited  and  advised  on  the  proper  method  of  cleansing  and  sterilising  of 
equipment  etcetera.  Repeat  samples  were  taken  and  these  were  place  in 
either  Grades  1  or  2. 

FIVE  samples  of  watercress  were  also  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination  to  the  Pathological  Laboratory,  Princess  Margaret  Hospital,  Okus, 
Swindon. 


E.  Coli  Type  I  isolated  from  three  of  these  samples  and  B.  Coli 
Type  I  isolated  from  the  remaining  two  samples. 

The  results  of  these  examinations  were  taken  up  with  the  growers 
concerned  and  with  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  of  the  district  where  the 
water  cress  beds  are  situated  but  unfortunately  it  was  not  possible  to 
take  follow-up  samples  of  this  cress  before  the  end  of  the  growing  season.. 


SAMPLES  SUBMITTED  TO  THE  PUBLIC  ANALYST  FOR  CHEMICAL  ANALYSIS 


Samples  procured 

Formal 

Informal 

Genuine 

Not  Genuine 

Milk 

90 

16 

103 

3  (a) 

Pork  Pies 

- 

11 

11 

- 

Steak  and  Kidney  Pies 

— 

12 

11 

1  (b) 

Corned  Beef 

— 

3 

3 

- 

Tinned  Plums 

- 

2 

2 

- 

"  Raspberries 

- 

1  . 

1 

- 

"  Pineapple 

- 

1 

1 

- 

"  Mandarin  oranges 

% 

1 

1 

- 

"  Grapefruit 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Curry  Powder 

1 

1 

2 

- 

Beef  Steak  Pie 

— 

1 

1 

- 

Tea 

1 

6 

7 

- 

Cake  Mixtures  (various) 

— 

9 

3 

- 

Puddings  (sweet) 

- 

- 

Beer  '  4 

— 

2 

- 

Cornish  Pasties 

- 

4 

4 

- 

Portion  of  Sausage  Roll 

1 

- 

1  (c) 

Portion  of  Sliced  Loaf 

- 

1 

- 

1  (d) 

Portion  of  Bun 

- 

1. 

- 

1  (e) 

Camphorated  Oil 

- 

i 

1 

— 

Epsom  Salts 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Glauber  Salts 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Cough  Mixtures 

- 

3 

3 

- 

Castor  Oil 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Tincture  of  Iodine 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Milk  of  Magnesia 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Aspros 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Portion  of  Cake 

- 

1 

- 

1  (f) 

Pork  Sausages 

5 

- 

3 

- 

Beef  Sausage  Meat 

1 

.-r 

1 

Beef  Chipolatas 

2 

2 

- 

Pork  Chipolatas  . . . 

2 

2 

— 

Carried  Forward . 

|  102 

|  82 

176 

!  8 

r 
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Staples  procured 

Formal 

Informal 

Genuine 

Not  Genuine 

Bi'o  ;ight  forward 

102 

82 

176 

8 

Eoci  Sausages 

4 

- 

4 

- 

Veal,  Hrn  and  Egg  Pie 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Margarine 

4 

- 

4 

- 

Margarine  and  Butter 

2 

- 

2 

— 

Id  v-i  ^  ly  er 

5 

- 

5 

- 

Ice  Lollies 

- 

4 

4 

- 

Dairy  Ice-cream 

- 

4 

4 

- 

Ice-cream 

- 

5 

5 

— 

Cocktail  meat  pie 

- 

1 

- 

l  (g) 

Plain  flour 

2 

- 

2 

- 

Self  liaising  Flour 

3 

- 

3 

— 

Pressed  Crab 

~ 

1 

l 

— 

Bloater  Fish  Paste 

- 

1 

l 

- 

Salmon  Spread  . 

- 

2 

2 

- 

’  ’  nc  ed  Turkey  in  Jellj 
.  rv.it-  Tart  containing 

— 

1 

1 

Insect 

- 

1 

- 

1  (h) 

Orange  Squashes  &  Drinks  3 

- 

3 

- 

Eonega- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

' 1C  or  Vinegar 

1 

- 

1 

— 

!  ••'tvru.l  Lemon  Juice 

1 

- 

1 

- 

7’  :  ;.p  of  Blackcurrant 

1 

- 

1 

lari  Glucose  Drink 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1  f  tier  Lemon 

1 

- 

1 

- 

|  Co i foe 

1 

- 

1 

- 

!  Lard 

1 

- 

1 

I fixed  Pickles 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Tomato  Ketchup 

1 

- 

1 

- 

!  Pc  sphere y  Jar 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Greengage 

1 

- 

1 

— 

>1:'  r.c  cm  eat 

1 

- 

1 

- 

lemon  Cheese 

Orrricd  Chicken  and 

1 

*“■ 

1 

Mu.ch.ro  oms 

- 

1 

■  1 

— 

I'ushr corns  in  Creamed  S 

auce 

1 

1 

- 

with  rice 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Blac  k  Pepper 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Ground  Nutmeg 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1  Ginger 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Sal.ad  Cream 

1 

- 

1 

— 

Olive  Cil 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Ground  Almonds 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Whisky 

3 

- 

5 

•- 

G  ur 

4 

- 

4 

- 

Pum. 

Steak  (Australian 

3 

*“ 

3 

— 

Casserole) 

i  *“ 

1 

1 

- 

’’Bavioli"  in  Tomato  Savce 

1 

1 

- 

Stewed  Steak 

| 

1 

1 

- 

Peat  Pudding 

i 

2 

2 

- 

Si.. f fed  teal  and  Ham  Roll 

1 

1 

- 

Luncheon  Heat 

Chicken  Fillets  in 

— 

2 

2 

— 

Chicken  Jelly 

- 

1 

1 

- 

i  Be ttered  Brazils 

- 

1 

1 

- 

;  But tor snap 

- 

1 

1 

- 

j  Liqueur  sweets 

- 

1 

1 

- 

MB. need  Beef 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Creme  de  Menthe  Delights 

i 

1 

1 

TOTALS 

156 

121 

26  7 

10 

_ 

29 


(a)  One  sample  was  slightly  deficient  in  fat  but  the  Public  Analyst 
reported  that  there  was  no  evidence  of  added  water  -  no  legal  action 
taken.  Follow-up  samples  from  the  same  retailer  were  found  to  be 
entirely  satisfactory. 

Two  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  following 
complaints  from  the  purchasers  regarding  the  presence  of  foreign 
matter  -  legal  proceedings  taken  -  see  remarks  included  in  the 
narrative  of  the  report. 

(b) ,  (c),  (e),  (f),  (g)  and  (h)  -  legal  proceedings  taken  in  these  cases  - 

see  narrative  of  the  report. 

(d)  Complaint  of  foreign  matter  embedded  in  the  substance  of  a  sliced  loaf 
legal  proceedings  instituted  -  case  dismissed  by  Magistrates. 
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SAMPLES  OF  MEAT  PIES  SUBMITTED  TO  THE  PUBLIC  ANALYST  IN  QUESTION  WITH  THE  FOOD  STANDARDS  COMMITTEE 
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SAMPLES  OF  MEAT  PIES  SUBMITTED  TO  THE  PUBLIC  ANALYST  IN  CONNECTION  WITH  THE  FOOD  STANDARDS  COMMITTEE 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  (MEAT)  REGULATIONS,  1924. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  carcases  inspected  during 
I960,  and  the  incidence  of  Tuberculosis  and  Cysticercosis 


Cattle 

Calves 

Pigs 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Cows 

Others 

Total  killed  and 
inspected 

4815 

4832 

4136 

11,595 

8529 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT 
TUBERCULOSIS  &  CYSTICERCOSIS 
Whole  carcases  condemned 

50 

4 

33 

60 

70 

Carcases  of  which  some 

1  part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

2814 

1472 

27 

2085 

788 

Approximate  percentage 
of  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease 
other  than  Tuberculosis 
or  Cysticercosis 

59.4 

30.5 

1.4 

18.4 

10.1 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  condemned 

73 

45 

1 

421 

- 

Approximate  percentage 
of  number  inspected 
affected  with  Tuberculosis 

1.5 

0.93 

0.02 

3.6 

. 

CYSTICERCOSIS  ONLY  - 
whole  carcases  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

14 

20 

. 

. 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigeration 

13 

21 

- 

- 

Approximate  percentage  of 
number  inspected  affected 
with  Cysticercosis 

0.29 

0.4l 

__ 

_ 

PERCENTAGE  OF  CATTLE  AND  PIG 
CARCASES  FOUND  TO  BE  AFFECTED 
WITH  TUBERCULOSIS.  (i9ae-i96o) 

0/ 


ANIMALS 

No.  INSPECTED 

%  T.  B. 

KEY  TO  GRAPH 

COWS 

OTHER  CATTLE 

PIGS 

CALVES 

4.8  1  5 

4.832 

1  1.59  5 

4.1  3  6 

1  *  5 

0*93 

3  •  6 

0*02 

2  5.  37  8 
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UNSOUND  FOOD  CONDEMNED  BY  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORS  DURING  I960. 


Tons 

cwt . 

qrs. 

lbs . 

Unsound  meat  and  offal 

36 

2 

1 

11 

Other  unsound  food 

3 

15 

2 

14 

TOTAL 

59 

17 

3 

25 

Unsound  meat  and  offal  from  the  Abattoir  are  sold  for  processing 
and  animal  feeding.  Other  unsound  food  is  destroyed  at  the  Rodbourne  Tip. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  to  1939- 

1,  The  following  table  give  the  details  of  the  inspections  carried 
out  during  the  year:- 


Premises 

No .  on 

Number  of 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(l)  Factories  in  which 
sections  1,2,3j4, 
and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 
Authorities . 

44 

30 

2 

(ii)  Factories  not 

included  in  (i) 
in  which  section 

7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local 

Authority. 

188 

182 

7 

(iii)Other  Premises  in 
which  section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 
(excluding 
outworkers ' 
premises) 

51 

52 

_ 

TOTALS 

283 

264 

9 

- 

I 
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2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found :- 


Particulars 

No.  of  cases  in  which  defects 
we re  found 

No.  of  Cases 
in  which 
prosecutions 
were 

Referred 

F  ound 

Remedied 

TO 

H.M. 

Inspector 

By 

H.M. 

Inspector 

instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness 
(s.l) 

- 

- 

- 

Overcrowding  (s.2) 

- 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  tem¬ 
perature  (s.3) 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Inadequate  ventila¬ 
tion  (s.4) 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  (s.6) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(s.7) 

(a)  insufficient 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

(b)  unsuitable  or 
defective 

35 

31 

- 

- 

- 

(c)  not  separate  for 
sexes 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences  against 
the  Acts  (not 
including  offences 
relating  to  outwork) 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

TOTALS 

36 

32 

3 

1 

- 

OUTWORK  (Sections  110  and  111) 

Numbers  of  Outworkers  at  August  1960:- 

Making,  cleaning,  etc.  of  wearing  apparel  63 

Making  of  curtains,  furniture  hangings  etc.  1 

Making  of  receptacles  of  paper,  cardboard,  etc.  2 

Furniture  and  Upholstery  2 


70 
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1.  Inspections  and  revisits 

Type  of  Property 

Local  Authority- 
Dwelling-house 
Business 
Agricultural 
Other  Premises 
Inspectors '  Total  . . . 

Type  of  Property 

Local  Authority 
Dwelling-house 
Business 
Agricultural 
uther  Premises 
Sewer  Manholes 
Operative's  Totals 

2.  Premises  baited  during  1960:- 


Public  Health  Inspectors 
Inspections  and  revisits 

1 

78  68 

35  26 

114  94 


Rodent  Operative's 
Inspections  and  revisits 


35  94 

491  897 

133  277 

1 

2  2 

768  1103 

1430  2373 


Type  of  Property  Number 

Local  Authority  ...  21 

Dwelling-houses  . . .  299 

Business  ...  89 

Agricultural  ... 

Other  Premises  ...  1 

Sewer  Manholes  . . .  464 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 . 

during  1960:- 


3.  Block  surveys  carried  out  during  i960 


100 


PERCENTAGE  OF 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936  and  HOUSING  ACT,  1957- 

NUISANCES  ABATED  and  HOUSING  DEFECTS  REMEDIED 


or  repaired 


Defective  ceilings 
Defective  walls 
Damp  walls 
Dirty  rooms 
Defective  floors 
Defective  firegrates 
Defective  windows 
Defective  doors 
Defective  stairs 
Defective  coppers 
Defective  sinks 
New  sinks  provided 
Water  services  provided 
Defective  chimneys 
Defective  roofs 
Defective  eavesgutters  and/or  rain  water  pipes 
Defective  yard  paving  ...  ... 

Defective  forecourt  paving  ... 

Defective  water  closets  repaired 
Pedestal  pans  fixed  ...  ... 

Defective  flushing  cisterns  repaired 
Flushing  cisterns  fixed 
Additional  water  closets  provided 
Choked  drains  ...  ... 

Drains:  new,  repaired  or  relaid 
Defective  traps  ...  ... 

Inspection  chambers  repaired  or  provided 
Gullies  repaired  or  provided 
Drains  tested  ...  ... 

Baths  fixed  ...  ... 

Lavatory  basins  fixed  ...  ... 

Offensive  accumulation  removed 
Offensive  animals  ...  ... 

Overcrowding  abated  ...  ... 

Food  stores  provided  or  ventilated 
Rent  books  made  to  comply  with  the  Housing  Act 
Miscellaneous 


39 

176 

119 

17 

47 

26 

37 

53 

5 

1 

9 

28 

5 

15 

66 

76 

5 

6 

175 

15 

95 

72 

75 

308 

1 

178 

172 

515 

193 

204 

21 

3 

2 

5 

121 


TOTAL 


2905 
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HOUSING  STATISTICS 


Houses  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Houses  found  to  be  defective  ...  ... 

Houses  rendered  fit  by  informal  action 

Houses  rendered  fit  by  formal  action  . . . 

Informal  notices  served  ...  ...  ... 

Informal  notices  complied  with  ...  ... 

Statutory  notices,  Public  Health  Act;  ... 
Served. 

Complied  with  by  owners  ...  ... 

Statutory  notices,  Housing  Act; 

Serv ed  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Complied  with  by  Owners  ...  ... 

HOUSING  ACT,  1937,  Section  77 

Premises  overcrowded  at  end  of  1959 
Number  of  persons  affected  ...  ...  ... 

New  cases  of  overcrowding  found  during  i960 
Number  of  persons  affected  ...  ...  ... 

Cases  of  overcrowding  abated  during  i960  . . . 
Number  of  persons  affected  ...  ...  ... 

Cases  of  overcrowding  not  abated  at  end  of  i960 
Number  of  persons  affected  ...  ...  ... 


2,228 

584 

394 

9 

203 

l4o 

2 

10 


12 

85^ 

10 

4l 

2 

18 

19 

112 


RENT  ACT,  1957  -  STATISTICS 

Number  of  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair 

received  2 

Number  of  decisions  not  to  issue  Certificates  of 

Disrepair 

Number  of  decisions  to  issue  Certificates  of  Disrepair: 

(a)  in  respect  of  some  but  not  all  defects  2 

(b)  in  respect  of  all  defects 

Number  of  Undertakings  received  from  Landlords 

Number  of  Undertakings  refused  by  Local  Authority 

Number  of  Certificates  as  to  the  Remedying  of 
Defects  issued: 

(a)  to  the  Landlords  2 

(b)  to  the  tenant 

Number  of  Certificates  of  Disrepair  issued  2 

Number  of  applications  by  landlords  to  Local  Authority 

for  cancellation  of  Certificates  of  Disrepair 

Objections  by  tenants  to  cancellation  of  Certificates 
of  Disrepair 

Decisions  by  Local  Authority  to  cancel  in  spite 
of  tenant's  objection. 

Certificates  of  Disrepair  cancelled  by  Local  Authority 
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DISINFESTATION  OF  VERMINOUS  PREMISES 


Rooms  disinfested  in  Council  owned  property  ...  ...  212 

"  "  "  Other  Property  ...  ...  198 

Lots  of  bedding  disinfested  ...  ...  ...  ...  72 

"  "  M  destroyed  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Other  articles  disinfested  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Wasps '  nests  destroyed  ...  ...  ...  ...  94 


DISINFECTION  AFTER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  etc 


Rooms  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  187 
Articles  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  20,533 
Library  books  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  227 
Bedding  from  hospitals  disinfected  ...  ...  ... 

Bedding  from  private  premises  disinfected  ...  ...  228 
Infected  bedding  destroyed  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 
Other  bedding  and  miscellaneous  articles  destroyed  ...  83 


FREE  DISINFECTANTS  ISSUED 
Fluid  37  pints 
SWINDON  CORPORATION  ACT,  1951. 

Number  of  Hairdressers  and  Barbers  on  Register  . . .  102 

RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT,  1951. 

Premises  licensed  to  store  Rag  Flock  ...  ...  ...  4 

Premises  registered  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

SHOPS  ACT,  1950. 


Matters  requiring  attention  -  9  found 


9  remedied. 
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BOROUGH  OF  SWINDON 
EDUCATION  COMMITTEE 
as  at  31st  December,  i960 


THE  WORSHIPFUL  THE  MAYOR 
(Councillor  Miss  E.C.M.  Millin) 

Chairman:  Councillor  C.S.  MACPHERSON 

Vice-Chairman:  Councillor  D.  JONES 


MEMBERS 


Alderman  A.J.  BOWN 

"  T.G.  GAY 

"  R.S.J.  HONEY 
"  L.C .  MOBEY 

Councillor  A.M.  BENNETT 

"  F.E.  BISHOP 

"  G.  BOND 

"  A.E.  CAMDEN 

"  H.W.  GARDNER 

Miss  I 


Councillor 

I.W.J.  HOMER 

II 

R.A.  JONES 

II 

J.G.  MASON 

II 

T.I.  THOMAS 

II 

H.  THORPE 

II 

R.E.  WHITE 

Mrs. 

J.  FRANCIS 

Mr. 

F.W.  HAWKSWORTH 

Mr. 

S.P.  WOODLEY 

MOORE 


WILTSHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL 

DR.  O.D.  GILMORE  WING  COMMANDER  H.A .  LANGTON 

MRS.  D.C.  ORMOND  MR.  F.M.  TAYLOR 


BOROUGH  EDUCATION  OFFICER 
MR.  G.  JELLICOE,  M.A.  (OXON) 
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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
EDUCATION  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  BOROUGH  OF 
SWINDON 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  submitting  the  Annual  Report  for  i960 
on  the  work  of  the  School  Health  Service  in  Swindon. 

The  year’s  statistics  show  that  the  school  population  has 
increased  considerably,  as  would  be  expected  from  the  influx  of 
families  and  the  steady  increase  in  the  size  of  the  town's 
population.  There  were  917  more  children  on  the  school  registers 
at  the  end  of  the  year  than  at  the  beginning. 

The  birth-rate  in  the  town  continues  to  rise.  The  figure  for 
i960  of  22.3  compares  with  the  previous  year's  figure  of  21.3  and 
the  1939  figure  of  l6.5  for  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole.  The  present 
pressure  on  school  space  is  thus  likely  to  continue  for  many  years  to 
come,  and  the  school  building  programme  is  proceeding  steadily.  Two 
new  schools,  one  grammar  and  one  infants,  were  completed  during  the 
year  and  six  more  were  under  construction. 

The  increased  school  population  is  reflected  in  the  amount  of 
work  carried  out  by  the  School  Health  Service.  Routine  examinations 
of  school  children  were  up  by  nearly  15%  and  the  programme  of  B.G.G. 
vaccination  against  tuberculosis,  which  absorbs  a  great  deal  of  the 
school  medical  officers'  time,  was  stepped  up  by  83%.  Unfortunately 
the  shortage  of  school  nurses/health  visitors  caused  a  reduction 
in  the  number  of  routine  inspections  for  cleanliness.  During  the 
year,  we  were  between  six  and  nine  under  our  establishment  of  school 
nurses. 


The  Child  Guidance  Clinic  continued  to  function  at  8l  Bath  Road 
and,  in  addition,  the  Priory  Road  clinic  was  used  for  school  children 
as  well  as  the  uncer-fives.  The  report  of  the  clinic's  work  is 
incorporated  in  the  report  of  the  Principal  County  School  Medical 
Officer. 


The  School  Dental  Service  is  still  seriously  under -manned. 
However,  the  amount  of  dental  work  completed  showed  a  moderate  increase. 
Nevertheless  this  amounted  to  only  a  fraction  of  what  is  required  to 
attain  a  good  standard  of  dental  health  in  our  school  children. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  URQUHART 

Principal  Borough  School  Medical  Officer. 


Civic  Offices, 
SWINDON. 
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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 


A  summary  of  the  principal  statistics  for  the  year  i960  with 
comparable  figures  for  1959  is  given  below :- 

Number  of  primary  and  secondary  school  children 
on  register  at  end  of  December,  i960. 

Number  of  children  examined  at  routine  medical 
inspection 

Number  found  to  require  treatment  for  diseases 
and  defects 

Number  of  dental  inspections 

Number  referred  for  dental  treatment 

Number  of  children  treated 

Number  of  children  examined  for  part-time 
employment 


1959 

i960 

16,154 

17,071 

4,054 

4,638 

792 

938 

5,669 

7,699 

4,839 

6,700 

4,561 

5,402 

144 

97 

SCHOOL  POPULATION 


The  estimated  total  population  of  the  Borough  of  Swindon  at  mid-year 
i960  was  84,870  -  an  increase  of  2,210  compared  with  the  previous  year. 
i960  also  showed  a  comparable  increase  in  the  number  of  Swindon  school 
children.  At  the  end  of  i960  there  were  17,071  children  on  the  registers 
of  Swindon's  primary  and  secondary  schools  (including  the  Central  School), 
917  more  than  at  the  end  of  1959* 


STAFF 

The  following  changes  in  staff  took  place  during  the  year:- 
1.  DENTAL 


Mr.  W.M.  Boyle  resigned  part-time 

30.6.1960 

Dr.  R.  Kelly-Wiseham 

commenced  full-time 

14.3.1960 

"  part-time 

27.6.1960 

resigned  part-time 

13.8.1960 

Miss  G.  Ellis 

resigned 

23.7.1960 

Mrs.  B.  Pell 

resigned  part-time 

20.8.1960 

Miss  K.  Stone 

commenced 

8.8.1960 

SPEECH  THERAPISTS 

Miss  A.  Self 

resigned 

30.6.1960 

Mrs.  McGill 

commenced 

1.9.1960 

SCHOOL  NURSES 

Mrs.  R.  Williams 

resigned 

1.1960 

Miss  A .  Hawkins 

retired 

10.1.1960 

Mrs.  C.M.  Burnas 

resigned 

22.2.1960 

Miss  A.E.  Jones 

resigned 

31.5.1960 

Mrs.  P.  Gilmour 

commenced 

1.3.1960 

Miss  I.V.  Martin 

commenced 

18.7.1960 

Mrs.  S.D.  Biggs 

commenced 

18.7.1960 

Mrs.  E.A.  Goodall 

commenced 

19.12.1960 
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MEDICAL  EXAMINATIONS 

During  the  year  periodic  medical  examinations  were  carried  out  in 
accordance  with  the  School  Health  Service  and  Handicapped  Eupils  Regulations 
1953  (and,  since  1st  April  1939 1  with  the  new  School  Health  Service 
Regulations  1939)* 

As  in  previous  years,  the  majority  of  tlv  periodic  medical 
examinations  of  Grammar  School  pupils  were  carried  out  at  school  clinics 
during  the  summer  holidays  in  order  tc  avoic  interfering  with  school  work 
as  far  as  possible. 


Year 

I960 

1939 

1936 

1937 

1956 

No.  of  children  examined 

4,634 

4,034 

3,103 

4,330 

3,084 

No.  of  children  found  to  have 
defects  needing  treatment 

93& 

792 

478 

1,164 

852 

Percentage  of  children  examined 
needing  treatment 

20.22 

19-33 

13.39 

27./ 

27.6 

The  staff  of  the  department  was  fully  extended  in  maintaining  these 
routine  medical  inspections,  wrier  rose  by  13 a  during  the  year.  It  is 
evident  that  an  increase  in  medical  and  nursing  staffs  will  be  needed  in  the 
near  future  in  order  to  keep  pace  with  this  routine  work. 

The  percentage  of  cHildr-  n  requiring  treatment  s /lowed  no  significant 
change  from  the  previous  year. 

Detail./  of  the  findings  at  periodic  medical  inspections  are  given 
in  the  following  table,  together  with  the  comparable  data,  for  1939- 


DEFECTS  FOUND  BY  MEDICAL  INSPECTION  IN  THE  YEAR  ENDED 
31ST  DECEMBER,  I960,  WITH  COMPARABLE  FIGURES  FOR  1939 


Defect  or  Disease 

Periodic  Inspections 

Number  of  Defects 

Requiring 

Treatment 

Requiring  to  be  kept  under 
observation  but  not 
requiring  treatment 

I960 

1959 

I960 

1959 

Skin 

59 

84 

28 

55 

Eyes:-  (a)  Vision 

361 

329 

205 

167 

(b)  Squint 

79 

22 

26 

18 

(c)  Other 

9 

3 

4 

3 

Ears:-  (a)  Hearing 

16 

11 

45 

26 

(b)  Otitis  Media 

38 

21 

29 

18 

(c)  Other 

5 

5 

- 

2 

Nose  or  Throat 

113 

93 

42 

66 

Speech 

36 

25 

44 

19 

Lymphatic  Glands 

10 

4 

7 

18 

Heart  and  Circulation 

30 

36 

147 

125 

Lungs 

77 

51 

75 

101 

Developmental:-  (a)  Hernia 

3 

3 

3 

2 

(b)  Other 

17 

19 

17 

28 

Orthopaedic:-  (a)  Fosture 

53 

52 

16 

24 

(b)  Feet 

76 

58 

15 

16 

(c)  Other 

6l 

40 

32 

53 

Nervous  System,- 

(a)  Epilepsy 

G 

y 

4 

23 

16 

(b)  Other 

8 

9 

10 

1 

Psychological:-  (a)  Development 

7 

7 

13 

22 

(b)  Stability 

37 

21 

4c 

46 

47 


These  figures  show  no  definite  change  from  those  for  1959  apart  from 
a  well-marked  rise  in  the  number  of  children  requiring  treatment  for 
squint.  This  is  almost  certainly  due  to  the  much  higher  proportion  of  infants 
examined  compared  with  the  previous  year,  as  squints  are  more  frequently 
found  in  younger  children. 


REMOVAL  OF  TONSILS 

We  continued  to  keep  records  of  the  number  of  children  who  had 
undergone  tonsillectomy  prior  to  their  periodic  examination. 

The  results  are  tabulated  below  and  show  no  significant  change 
from  the  figures  for  1959*  Nowadays,  tonsillectomy  is  only  carried  out  when 
there  are  strong  indications  for  it.  Where  there  is  doubt  the  Surgeon 
usually  prefers  to  delay  operation  and  see  the  child  later,  when  symptoms  may 
have  subsided,  thus  rendering  tonsillectomy  unnecessary. 


Age  Group 

Sex 

Number 

Examined. 

No.  undergone 
Tonsillectomy . 

Percentage  with 
Tonsils  removed. 

INFANTS 

Boys 

925 

64 

6.92 

Girls 

829 

42 

5.07 

JUNIORS 

Boys 

757 

126 

16.64 

Girls 

670 

115 

17.16 

SECONDARY 

Boys 

709 

125 

17.63 

AND  GRAMMAR 

Girls 

748 

137 

18.32 

TOTAL 

Boys 

2,391 

315 

13.17 

Girls 

2,247 

294 

13.53 

CLASSIFICATION  OF  PHYSICAL  CONDITION. 

As  in  the  past  three  years  the  nutritional  status  and 
general  physical  condition  of  the  children  was  classified  as  either 
"satisfactory”  or  "unsatisfactory". 

All  but  a  small  minority  were  assessed  as  "satisfactory", 
(0.042$  were  found  to  be  "unsatisfactory"). 


Age  Group 

No. 

Examined 

No. 

Satisfactory 

0/ 

/o 

Satisfactory 

% 

Unsatisfactory 

School  Entrants  i960 

1,754 

1,752 

99.82 

0.18 

10-11  year  olds  i960 
School  leavers  and 

1,427 

1,427 

100% 

— 

Others  i960 

1,457 

1,457 

100% 

— 

Total 

i - 

4,638 

_ 

4,636 

99.96 

0.042 

CLEANLINESS . 

The  shortage  of  school  nurses/health  visitors  and  the  pressure 
of  other  duties  caused  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  inspections  for 
uncleanliness  (15,466  compared  with  22,059  for  1959). 

There  was  no  significant  change  in  the  number  of  children  found 
to  be  infested  (147 compared  with  223  in  1959) •  These  children  usually 
come  from  homes  whore  the  standards  of  cleanliness  are  very  low  and 
where  it  is  often  very  difficult  to  get  the  full  co-operation  of  the 
parents  in  curing  the  infestation  of  the  child  and  the  rest  of  the  family. 
Unless  the  other  members  of  such  families  are  treated,  the  infestation 
remains  and  the  school  child  will  later  become  re-infested  from  another 
member  of  the  household. 
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SCHOOL  CLINICS. 

The  three  clinics  used  by  the  School  Health  Service  are  at 
Eastcott  Hill,  Finehurst  and  Priory  Road  (Park  South).  They  are  used 
as  follows :- 

Eastcott  Hill  Clinic 

Minor  Ailment  Clinics  are  hold  on  Monday  and  Friday  mornings. 

Speech  Therapy  Clinics  are  held  all  day  Monday  to  Friday  during 

term  time  only. 

Dental  Clinics  are  held  all  day  Monday  to  Frida.y  and  on  alternate 

Saturday  mornings. 

Child  Guidance  Clinics  are  no  longer  held  here,  but  the  clinic 
is  used  for  many  other  purposes  e.g.  special  and  routine  school 
medical  inspections,  B.C.G.  vaccinations,  employment  examinations 
and  the  examination  of  handicapped  pupils. 

Pinehurst  Clinic 

Minor  Ailment  Clinics  are  held  each  Tuesday  morning  during  term 

time  only. 

Dental  Clinics  are  held  all  day  Thursday  and  Friday  mornings. 

The  Speech  Therapy  at  this  clinic  has  been  discontinued,  but 
it  is  used  for  many  other  purposes  e.g.  B.C.G.  vaccination, 
special  medical  examinations. 

Priory  Road  Clinic 

Child  Guidance  Clinics  are  held  there  each  Friday. 


OBSERVATION  CLINICS. 

These  are  held  for  the  purpose  of  examining  all  children  who  are 
found  at  periodic  or  special  medical  examination  to  have  a  defect  which 
requires  special  observation.  During  I960,  451  children  attended  for 
this  purpose.  They  included  256  children  who  had  been  receiving 
remedial  exercises  from  the  Remedial  Gymnast. 

OTHER  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS. 

Special  medical  inspections  and  re-inspections  were  carried  out 
on  821  primary  and  secondary  school  children.  The  figures  for  1959 
and  i960  are  as  follows :- 

1959  I960 

Number  of  first  inspections  1,170  821 

Number  of  re-inspections  718  56O 

An  analysis  of  the  1959  and  i960  figures  is  shown  in  the 
following  tables  of  special  examinations. 
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DEFECTS  FOUND  AT  SPECIAL  EXAMINATION  IN  THE  YEAR 
ENDED  31ST  DECEMBER  i960  WITH  COMPARABLE  FIGURES 

FOR  1939. 


Defect  or  Disease 

Special 

Number 

Examination 
of  Defects 

Requiring 

Treatment 

Requiring  to  be  kept 
under  observation  but 
not  requiring 
treatment. 

I960 

1959 

I960 

1959 

Skin 

307 

480 

46 

33 

j  Eyes:-  (a)  Vision 

107 

112 

23 

73 

(b)  Squint 

1 

3 

- 

1 

(c)  Other 

33 

46 

1 

11 

j  Ears:-  (a)  Hearing 

8 

11 

- 

0 

(b)  Otitis  Media 

6 

3 

- 

- 

(c)  Other 

17 

27 

- 

11 

Nose  or  Throat 

24 

40 

- 

25 

Speech 

13 

24 

1 

12 

Lymphatic  Glands 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Heart  and  Circulation 

1 

3 

- 

28 

Lungs 

6 

20 

- 

46 

Developmental:-  (a)  Hernia 

1 

- 

2 

1 

(b)  Other 

4 

3 

- 

19 

Orthopaedic:-  (a)  Posture 

3 

10 

- 

8 

(b)  Feet 

22 

32 

1 

26 

(c)  Other 

11 

49 

.  2 

23 

;  Nervous  System:-(a)  Epilepsy 

1 

1 

- 

1 

(b)  Other 

1 

- 

- 

- 

!  Psychological : -  (a)  Development  2 

1 

- 

1 

(b)  Stability 

19 

38 

7 

A 

26 

It  should  be  noted  that  these  figures  for  "special"  inspections 
include  examinations  by  Doctors  for  physical  or  mental  handicap, 
examinations  at  the  special  request  of  teacher  or  parent,  juvenile 
employment  examinations  and  all  first  examinations  at  minor  ailment 
clinics. 


PLANTAR  WARTS. 

No  one  school  had  a  particularly  high  incidence  of  plantar  warts 
in  i960.  Treatment  continued  to  be  provided  at  the  Minor  Ailment  Clinics. 
132  cases  were  treated  in  i960  despite  every  effort  to  limit  the  spread 
of  the  infection. 


CONSULTANT  CLINICS. 

Consultant  clinics  in  Swindon  are  held  on  Regional  Hospital  Board 
premises  and  any  child  found  on  examination  by  a  School  Medical  Officer 
to  need  hospital  treatment,  or  a  Specialists 's  opinion,  is  referred  to 
the  appropriate  clinic.  In  every  case  the  family  doctor  is  notified  of 
the  intention  to  refer  children  to  these  clinics  and  is  given  the 
opportunity  to  deal  with  the  case  himself  if  he  so  desires. 
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OPHTHALMIC  CLINIC 

The  Ophthalmic  Specialists  held  their  clinics  at  the 
Princess  Margaret  Hospital,  Swindon,  and  the  table  below  gives  details 


number  of  school  children  who 

attended  during  the 

year. 

1959- 

I960. 

Number  of  Clinics  held 

255 

207 

Number  of  attendances 

2412 

2078 

Number  of  new  cases  referred 
during  the  year 

287 

281 

Number  of  old  cases 

1064 

1140 

ORTHOPAEDIC  CLINIC 

During  I960,  l6  school  children  were  referred  to  the  Orthopaedic 
Clinic  held  in  the  Princess  Margaret  Hospital,  as  compared  with 
11  in  1959. 


EAR,  NOSE  AND  THROAT  CLINICS 

42  children  were  referred  in  i960  as  compared  with  40  in  1959* 
There  has  been  an  improvement  in  the  waiting  period  for  consultation 
and  operation  and  there  is  no  delay  in  obtaining  appointments  to 
see  the  specialist. 

Number  of  cases  known  to  have  received  operative  treatment 

during  196O:- 


(a) 

for  diseases  of  the  ear 

35 

(b) 

for  adenoids  and  chronic 

tonsillitis 

260 

(c) 

for  other  nose  and  throat  conditions 

32 

Number  of  cases  known  to 
received  other  forms  of 

have 

treatment 

10 

PAEDIATRIC  CLINIC 

37  children  were  referred  to  this  clinic  by  School  Medical 
Officers  in  i960  as  compared  with  40  in  1959*  As  in  1959  the  children 
were  seen  with  little  delay  and  full  reports  were  sent  to  the  School 
Medical  Officer  by  the  consultant  paediatrician,  who  also  sent  us  a 
report  on  any  school  child  referred  to  him  from  other  sources. 

OTHER  SPECIALIST  CLINICS. 

The  following  number  of  children  have  been  referred  for 
specialist  opinion 

Skin  Specialist  ...  11 

Surgical  Specialist...  13 

SPECIAL  CLINICS 

REMEDIAL  EXERCISES.  No.  of  children  receiving  treatment  at  the  end 

of  1960:- 

Infant  School  Children  42 

Junior  School  Children  89 

Secondary  Modern  and  Secondary 

Grammar  School  Children  132 


263 


51 


These  263  received  treatment  for  the  following  defects :- 

Poor  Posture  82 

Foot  and  Leg  defects  99 

Breathing  exercises  82 

A  number  of  these  children  received  treatment  for  more  than  one 
defect. 


During  I960  instruction  and  supervision  in  remedial  exercises 
have  been  given  to  all  children  referred  by  the  School  Medical  Officers 
to  the  Remedial  Gymnast,  a  total  of  153  children  being  referring  during 
the  year.  The  progress  of  the  children  was  supervised  closely,  256 
children  being  seen  for  review  and  re-assessment  during  the  year.  Of 
these,  129  children  were  discharged  from  treatment  either  because  their 
condition  had  improved  sufficiently  or  because  it  was  considered  further 
treatment  would  not  benefit  them. 


SPEECH  THERAPY. 

Miss  A.  Self,  the  full-time  Speech  Therapist,  resigned  on  the 
30th  June,  I960,  and  the  vacancy  could  not  be  filled  until  the  1st 
September,  I960,  when  Firs.  E.  McGill  was  appointed  to  work  as  Speech 
Therapist  during  term  time  only,  it  was  also  decided  at  this  time  to 
discontinue  the  clinics  at  Pinehurst  and  Priory  Road  clinics  and 
concentrate  all  the  work  at  Eastcott  Hill. 

Since  September  there  has  been  an  average  weekly  attendance  of 
40  children  and  there  were  no  children  on  the  waiting  list  at  the  end 
of  the  year.  Thursday  afternoons  have  been  set  aside  for  seeing 
children  from  the  county  areas  outside  Swindon,  because  of  the  lack  of 
a  county  speech  therapist.  It  is  hoped  to  arrange  a  weekly  school  visit 
in  the  near  future  so  thet  all  schools  will  be  visited  at  least  once 
during  the  year. 

On  Saturday,  November  19th,  i960,  Mrs.  McGill  attended  a  one-day 
Conference  in  Bristol  on  "Speech  for  the  Handicapped  Child". 


The  table  below 

gives  details  of  the  service 

provided 

during 

Boys 

Girls 

Total. 

Number  of 

Children  seen 

122 

4l 

163 

!!  it 

attendances 

897 

233 

1130 

m  11 

children  discharged 

46 

20 

66 

HANDICAPPED  PUPILS. 

The  Education  Authority  is  responsible  for  the  ascertainment 
of  all  handicapped  children  over  the  age  of  2  years  who  require 
special  educational  treatment. 

As  a  general  principle  handicapped  children  attend  ordinary 
schools  provided  they  are  able  to  benefit  by  the  education  offered 
and  do  not  disturb  other  children  by  their  presence. 

Children  are  not  removed  from  their  homes  to  residential 
schools  unless  they  would  obviously  benefit  from  the  transfer  or  unless 
their  presence  in  the  day  school  is  prejudicial  to  other  children. 

A  few  of  these  children  are  ascertained  in  early  infancy  and 
referred  to  the  School  Health  Service  when  they  reach  the  age  of  2  years. 
Many  are  referred  by  the  head  teachers  shortly  after  admission  or  at 
the  first  periodic  medical  inspection  and  some  are  brought  to  notice 
after  illness  or  prolonged  hospital  treatment. 
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In  i960  the  number  and  type  of  handicapped  pupils  in  Swindon 
remained  substantially  similar  to  the  findings  of  1959* 

The  number  of  handicapped  pupils  found  to  be  in  need  of  special 
educational  treatment  in  i960  was  29 • 

Number  of  pupils  placed  in  special  schools  during  i960  l8 

Number  of  pupils  awaiting  a  place  in  a  residential 

special  school  1 

At  the  end  of  I960  there  were  85  children  (the  maximum 
permitted  number)  attending  the  Central  Primary  School,  with  10  children 
on  the  waiting  list  for  entry.  There  were  26  children  in  residential 
special  schools  (25  in  1959)* 

Two  physically  handicapped  children  were  receiving  Home  Tuition 
at  the  end  of  the  year  (l  in  1959)  and  seven  were  attending  the  Spastic 
Unit,  including  one  county  child. 

During  i960,  four  children  were  reported  to  the  Local  Health 
Authority  under  Section  57  (5)  of  Education  Act  ISkk  as  ineducable, 
none  was  notified  under  Section  57  (^)  and  five  wore  reported  to  the 
Local  Health  Authority  under  Section  57  (5)  as  requiring  supervision 
after  leaving  school. 

Details  regarding  the  different  categories  of  handicapped  pupils 
requiring  special  educational  treatment  are  contained  in  "The  Handicapped 
Pupils  and  Special  School  Regulations  1959"  as  follows 

(a)  Blind  Pupils. 

"Pupils  who  have  no  sight  or  whose  sight  is  or  is  likely  to 
become  so  defective  that  they  require  education  by  methods 
not  involving  the  use  of  sight." 

Number  of  Blind  Children  ascertained  during  the  year  Nil 

Number  of  Blind  Pupils  admitted  to  Special  Schools 

for  the  Blind  Nil 

Total  number  of  blind  pupils  in  Special  Schools  for 

the  Blind  2 

The  two  children  are:- 

One  girl  (aged  9  years)  at  the  Royal  School  of  Industry 
for  the  Blind,  V/estbury-on-Trym. 

One  boy  (aged  11  years)  admitted  to  the  Royal  School  of 
Industry  for  the  Blind,  Westbury-on-Tryra  in  September, 
i960.  (Transfer-in). 

(b)  Partially  Sighted  Pupils. 

"Pupils  who  by  reason  of  defective  vision  cannot  follow  the  normal 
regime  of  ordinary  schools  without  detriment  to  their  sight  or 
to  their  educational  development,  but  can  be  educated  by  special 
methods  involving  the  use  of  sight". 

No.  of  partially  sighted  pupils  ascertained 

during  the  Year  Nil 

No.  of  partially  sighted  pupils  admitted  to 

Special  Schools  during  the  year  Nil 

Total  No.  of  partially  sighted  pupils  in 
Special  Schools  for  Partially  Sighted 
Children  5 
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The  following  four  children  attend  the  West  of  England  School  for 
Partially  Sighted.  Pupils ,  Exeter 

One  boy  aged  l4  years  has  been  attending  since  January,  1953* 

One  boy  aged  12  years  has  been  attending  since  September,  1953- 

One  boy  aged  13  years  has  been  attending  since  February,  1936. 

One  boy  aged  15  years  has  been  attending  since  August,  1958* 

The  fifth  child,  a  girl  of  7  years,  has  been  attending  Barclays 
School  for  Fartially  Sighted  Girls,  Sunninghill,  Berks,  since 
September,  1959* 

(c)  Deaf  Pupils. 

"Pupils  who  have  no  hearing  or  whose  hearing  is  so  defective  that 
they  require  education  by  methods  used  for  deaf  pupils  without 
naturally  acquired  speech  or  language". 

Number  of  deaf  pupils  ascertain  during  the  year  Nil 

Number  of  deaf  pupils  admitted  to  Special  Schools 

during  the  year  Nil 

Total  number  of  pupils  in  Special  Schools  for  the  Deaf  7 

These  are  as  follows 

One  boy  aged  12  years  has  been  attending  St.  Thomas' 

School,  Basingstoke,  since  May,  1953* 

One  boy  aged  l4  years  has  been  attending  St.  Thomas' 

School,  Basingstoke,  since  January,  1954. 

One  girl  aged  10  years  has  been  at  The  Royal  Institute 
for  the  Deaf,  Derby,  since  January,  1956. 

One  boy  aged  9  years  was  transferred  from  Donnington 
Lodge  School  for  the  Deaf,  Newbury,  to  St.  Thomas' 

School,  Basingstoke,  during  1959* 

One  boy  aged  13  years  is  attending  St.  John's  Residential 
School  for  the  Deaf. 

One  boy  aged  13  years  is  attending  the  Royal  West  of  England 
School  for  the  Deaf. 

One  girl  aged  l4  years  has  been  at  the  Royal  Institute  for 
the  Deaf,  Derby,  since  September,  1953* 

(d)  Partially  Deaf  Pupils. 

"Pupils  who  have  some  naturally  acquired  speech  and  language 
but  whose  hearing  is  so  defective  that  they  require  for  their 
education,  special  arrangements  or  facilities  though  not 
necessarily  all  the  educational  methods  used  for  deaf  pupils." 


Number  of  partially  deaf  pupils  ascertained  during 

the  year  2 

Number  of  partially  deaf  pupils  admitted  to  Special 

Schools  during  the  year  Nil 

Total  number  of  pupils  in  Special  Schools  for 

Partially  Deaf  Children  Nil 

Number  of  Partially  deaf  children  admitted  to  the 

Special  Class  in  Clarence  Street  Infants  School  6 


(This  figure  includes  children  living  outside  the  Borough  -  See 

report  later). 
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(e)  Educationally  Sub-normal  Pupils 

"Pupils  who  by  reason  of  limited  ability  or  other  conditions 
resulting  in  educational  retardation,  require  some  specialised 
form  of  education  wholly  or  partly  in  substitution  for  the 
education  normally  given  in  ordinary  schools." 

After  ascertainment,  educationally  sub-normal  children 
are  recommended  for  one  of  the  following :- 

a)  Admission  to  the  Central  Special  School. 

b)  Admission  to  a  residential  E.S.N.  School. 

c)  Special  tuition  in  the  basic  subjects  in  the  pupil's 

ordinary  school. 

During  i960,  4l  new  cases  were  examined  and  were  grouped 
as  follows :- 

Number  of  E.S.N.  children  recommended  for  admission  to 
the  Central  School 

Number  of  E.S.N.  children  recommended  for  Special 
Educational  treatment  at  the  Ordinary  School 

Number  of  E.S.N.  children  recommended  for  education  at 
a  Residential  School  for  E.S.N.  pupils 

Number  of  children  reported  to  the  Local  Authority  as 
being  ineducable  during  the  year 

Total  number  of  E.S.N.  children  on  the  register  at 
the  Central  School 

Total  number  of  E.S.N.  children  at  Ordinary  School 

20  children  already  classified  as  educationally  sub-normal  were 
re-examined  during  the  year  and  the  following  recommendations  were  made-'- 

5  were  notified  as  requiring  statutory  supervision  after  leaving 
school  (under  Section  57  (5)  of  the  Education  Act  1944) 

5  were  placed  under  the  friendly  supervision  of  the  Local  Health 
Authority  after  leaving  school. 

4  were  recommended  for  education  at  a  Special  Day  School  for 
Educationally  Sub-normal  pupils. 

3  to  continue  to  receive  education  at  a  Special  Day  School  for 
Educationally  Sub-normal  pupils. 

1  to  be  admitted  to  a  Residential  School  for  Educationally 

Sub-normal  pupils. 

2  were  recommended  for  return  to  the  ordinary  school  system. 

(f)  Epileptic  Pupils 

"Pupils  who  by  reason  of  epilepsy  cannot  be  educated  under  the 
normal  regime  of  ordinary  schools  without  detriment  to  themselves 
or  other  pupils." 

Number  of  epileptic  pupils  ascertained  during  the  year  Nil 

Number  of  epileptic  pupils  admitted  to  Special  Schools 

during  the  year  1 

Total  number  of  epileptic  pupils  in  Special  Schools  for 

Epileptic  Pupils  at  the  end  of  the  year  1 

One  girl  aged  l4  years  was  admitted  to  the  Special  School 
in  January  i960  but  was  discharged  in  April  i960 
after  the  parents  had  appealed  successfully  to  the 
Minister  against  her  placement  in  the  Special  School. 

(g)  Maladjusted  Pupils 

"Pupils  who  show  evidence  of  emotional  instability  or  psychological 
disturbance*  and  require  special  educational  treatment  in  order 


15 

22 

4 

85 

93 
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to  effect  their  personal,  social  or  educational  re-adjustment." 

Number  of  pupils  with  psychological  disturbance 

ascertained  during  the  year  7 

Number  of  Maladjusted  pupils  admitted  to  Special 
Schools  or  Hostels  for  maladjusted  pupils 
during  the  year  5 

Total  number  of  maladjusted  pupils  in  Special 

Schools,  Hostels,  etc.  3 

One  boy  aged  l4  and  one  boy  aged  8  were  discharged 
from  Southfields  Hostel,  Illminster,  during  I960 

(h)  Physically  Handicapped  Pupils 

"Pupils  not  suffering  solely  from  a  defect  of  sight  or  hearing  who 
by  reason  of  disease  or  crippling  def ect cannot ,  without  detriment 
to  their  health  or  educational  development,  bo  satisfactorily  educated 
under  the  normal  regime  of  ordinary  schools." 

Number  of  physically  handicapped  pupils  ascertained 

during  the  year  Nil 

Number  of  physically  handicapped  children  admitted 

to  Special  School  for  Handicapped  Pupils  Nil 

Total  number  of  physically  handicapped  children  in 
Special  Schools  for  Physically  Handicapped, 

Spastic  Unit ,  or  having  Home  Tuition  12 

(i)  Pupils  suffering  from  Speech  Defect 

"Pupils  who  on  account  of  defect  or  lack  of  speech  not  due  to 
deafness,  require  special  educational  treatment*" 

Number  of  Pupils  with  speech  defect  ascertained 

during  the  year  Nil 

Number  of  pupils  with  speech  defect  admitted  to 

Special  Schools  during  the  year  Nil 

Total  number  of  children  with  speech  defect  in 

Special  Schools  Nil 

(j)  Delicate  Pupils 

"Fupils  not  falling  under  any  other  category  in  this  regulation, 
who,  by  reason  of  impaired  physical  condition  need  a  change  of 
environment,  or  cannot,  without  risk  to  their  health  or  educational 
development  be  educated  under  the  normal  regime  of  ordinary  schools." 

Number  of  delicate  pupils  ascertained  during  the  year  Nil 

Number  of  delicate  pupils  admitted  to  Special  Open  Air 

Schools  during  the  year  Nil 

Total  number  of  delicate  pupils  in  Residential  Open 

Air  Schools  Nil 


SPASTIC  F ANALYSIS 

On  January  4th,  I960,  the  Spastic  Unit  was  transferred  (with 
the  Physiotherapy  Department)  from  Faringdon  Road  to  the  new  Princess 
Margaret  Hospital. 


The  Unit  deals  with  the  training  and  education  of 
children  suffering  from  some  form  of  Cerebral  Palsy  ("Spastics") . 
Owing  to  limited  space  the  numbers  have  to  be  strictly  limited  and, 
as  in  1959 i  there  were  seven  pupils  on  the  roll,  of  whom  six  were 
Swindon  children  and  the  other  a  county  child. 
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They  continue  to  be  taught  in  two  groups,  viz.,  three  6  year  olds 
and  four  who  are  between  11  and  13  years  of  age.  During  the  year  each 
Swindon  child  was  examined  at  home  by  a  School  Medical  Officer,  whose 
reports,  together  with  the  reports  of  the  Teacher-in-Charge,  Miss  H.M. 
Troath,  showed  that  all  the  children  have  made  good  physical  progress 
especially  during  the  last  part  of  the  year.  The  three  non-walkers  are 
now  able  to  walk  with  assistance  and  all  the  children  now  use  normal 
tables  and  chairs. 

Regular  physiotherapy  was  arranged  by  the  Consultant  in  Physical 
medicine,  Dr.  J.B.  Stewart,  and  speech  therapy  was  given  weekly. 

School  meals  and  milk  were  provided  by  the  School  Meals  Service 
with  the  help  of  a  subsidy  from  the  Hospital  Management  Committee. 

During  the  year,  the  children  enjoyed  a  summer  outing  to 
Weston-Super-Mare,  and  a  Christmas  visit  to  the  R.A.F.  at  Lyneham. 


SPECIAL  CLASS  FOR  PARTIALLY  DEAF  CHILDREN. 

In  last  year's  report  I  mentioned  that  approval  in  principle 
was  given  to  the  establishment  of  a  class  for  partially  deaf  children. 

This  class  was  established  during  the  year  and  the  pupils 
started  attending  on  the  19th  September,  I960. 

The  class  is  housed  in  Clarence  Street  Infants'  School,  and 
considerable  adaptation  was  needed  to  render  the  room  suitable  for 
its  purpose.  The  main  work  of  reducing  echo  and  noise  was  carried 
out  bj  a  specialist  firm  and  consisted  of  lining  the  ceiling  and  walls 
with  accoustic  tiles,  double  glazing  the  window  to  the  corridor  and 
rendering  the  door  soundproof. 

The  electronic  apparatus  installed  is  similar  to  that  used  by  the 
L.C.C.  for  their  special  classes  and  consists  of  a  consol  which  embraces 
a  group  hearing  aid,  an  induction  loop,  radio  set  and  record  player. 

In  addition  there  is  an  individual  speech  training  apparatus  and  a  tape 
recorder.  The  children's  desks  are  wired  for  headphones  and  individual 
microphones . 

The  object  of  the  class  is  to  get  the  partially  deaf  children  as 
early  as  possible  into  school  and  to  train  them  to  make  optimum  use  of 
their  residual  hearing.  To  begin  with,  the-  children  spend  most  of  their 
school  time  in  the  Special  Unit  but  they  join  with  the  normal  children 
for  subjects  which  do  not  require  hearing.  It  is  hoped  that  as  the 
children  progress  they  will  be  able  to  integrate  more  and  more  with 
normal  children  and,  in  fact,  some  may  be  able  to  continue  their 
education  in  normal  classes. 

The  success  of  such  a  class  depends  largely  on  the  enthusiasm 
and  skill  of  the  teacher  and  on  the  co-operation  from  the  headmistress. 

In  these  two  aspects  we  have  been  exceedingly  fortunate  in  that  the 
special  teacher  appointed  is  dedicated  to  her  work  and  the  headmistress 
and  the  other  teachers  in  the  school  are  really  deeply  interested  in  the 
problem  and  doing  all  in  their  power  to  make  a  success  of  the  venture. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  six  children  were  enrolled  in  the  class, 
their  ages  ranging  from  3^  years  to  7  years.  Some  of  these  children 
live  outside  the  Borough  and  are  transported  to  and  from  the  school  daily. 

Although  it  is  too  early  yet  to  make  specific  reports  on 
their  progress,  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the  children  have  quite 
obviously  lost  a  lot  of  their  shyness  and  the  normal  infants  in  the 
school  have  accepted  them  gladly  into  the  community. 
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There  is  close  liaison  between  the  teacher,  the  hospital 
consultants,  and  hearing  therapist.  With  the  excellent  co-operation 
shown  by  all  those  interested  in  this  project,  one  has  high  hopes  for 
its  future  success. 


PHYSICAL  WELFARE  OF  CHILDREN. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Borough  Education  Officer  for  the  details 
of  the  School  Milk  and  School  Meals  given  below 

Milk  in  Schools  Scheme 

Total  number  of  primary  children  talking  milk,  8,448  representing 
92.36%  of  children  attending  school  at  the  time  (7,835 
representing  92%  in  1959)* 

Total  number  of  secondary  children  taking  milk,  5?534  representing 
81.76%  of  children  attending  school  at  the  time  (5536l 
representing  82.8%  in  1959)* 

Total  number  of  Central  Primary  children  taking  milk,  70 

representing  90.4%  of  children  attending  school  at  the  time 
(62  representing  87.3%  in  1959)* 

Number  of  school  departments  supplied  is  53* 

All  milk  supplied  to  schools  is  pasteurised  and  samples  are 
examined  at  regular  intervals,  and  any  complaints  regarding  it  are 
reported  to  the  Principal  Borough  School  Medical  Officer. 


MEALS  IN 

SCHOOLS . 

1959 

I960 

Number 

of 

school 

canteens 

52 

53 

Number 

of 

school 

children  taking 
meals 

4112 

4918 

Number 

of 

children  taking  free 

meals 

277 

290 

PROTECTION  OF  SCHOOL  CHILDREN 
AGAINST  TUBERCULOSIS 

The  vaccination  of  children  of  the  13  -  l4  years  age  group 
against  Tuberculosis  continued  in  i960,  using  the  freeze  dried  B.C.G. 
vaccine.  Swindon  continued  to  be  one  of  the  eight  areas  in  which  the 
efficiency  of  the  vaccine  was  checked,  under  the  general  direction  of 
the  B.C.G.  Control  Centre  at  Oxford. 

The  proportion  of  children  accepting  vaccination  showed  an 
increase  over  the  previous  year  (71%  of  those  eligible,  compared  with 
56%  in  1959)*  In  addition  those  children  who  had  not  accepted 
vaccination  in  1959  were  offered  it  again  in  i960.  This  brought  the 
total  number  of  vaccinations  performed  to  nearly  double  the  1959  figure. 

All  the.  children  are  given  a  preliminary  skin  test  to  see 
whether  vaccination  is  necessary.  By  this  means,  about  20%  of 
these  children  are  found  to  have  some  protection  against  tuberculosis 
already  and  therefore  do  not  require  vaccination. 

All  those  vaccinated  are  followed  up  six  weeks  later,  when 
a  further  skin  test  shows  whether  the  vaccine  has  produced  some 

protection. 
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It  has  been  found  that  97%  of  those  vaccinated  are  given 


this  protection :- 

Number  of  13  year  old  children  eligible  for  vaccination  1538 

Number  of  13  year  old  children  skin  tested  1099  (71%) 

Number  of  older  children  skin  tested  210 

Total  number  skin  tested  1309 

Number  of  negative  re-actors  1000  (76,4%) 

Number  of  positive  re-actors  309  (23»6%) 

Complications  of  B.C.G.  Vaccination  Nil 


MEDICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  ENTRANTS  TO  COURSES  OF 
TRAINING  FOR  TEACHING  AND  TO  THE  TEACHING  PROFESSION. 

In  accordance  with  Ministry  of  Education  Circular  2495  candidates 
applying  for  admission  to  training  colleges  are  examined  by  the  School 
Medical  Officers  of  the  areas  where  they  live. 

During  I960,  42  examinations  of  such  candidates  were  carried 
out  by  the  School  Medical.  Officers  in  Swindon. 

THE  CHILDREN  ACT,  1948. 

Boarded-out  children  attending  school  in  the  Borough  are 
examined  annually  by  the  School  Medical  Officers  as  required  by  the  Act. 

During  I960,  22  such  examinations  were  made. 


SCHOOL  PREMISES. 

School  premises,  including  school  meal  kitchens,  are  inspected 
by  the  Medical  Officers  at  the  conclusion  of  routine  medical 
inspections.  Any  defects  noted  are  reported  to  the  Education  Committee. 

SCHOOL  DENTAL  SERVICES. 

This  service  continued  to  be  seriously  understaffed  and  the 
dental  suites  at  Priory  Road  clinic  have  therefore  not  been  equipped. 

Mr.  S.G.  House  continued  as  full-time  dental  officer  and 
Dr.  R.  Kelly-Wiseham  was  appointed  as  a  full-time  dental  officer  in 
March,  I960. 

Mr.  W.M.  Boyle  continued  with  one  session  per  week  until  his 
resignation  at  the  end  of  June,  I960.  At  this  time  Dr.  Kelly-Wiseham 
changed  to  part-time  work  (mornings  only)  and  he  resigned  in  August, 
I960. 


Mr.  Randerson  continued  with  three  sessions  weekly  at  Pinehurst 

Clinic . 

The  amount  of  dental  work  carried  out  showed  an  increase  over 
1959  e.g. ,  number  of  children  treated  was  up  by  18%,  and  the  number 
of  fillings  was  up  by  64%. 
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DENTAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT  CARRIED 
OUT  DURING  THE  YEAR,  I960 

Number  of  pupils  inspected  by  the  Authority's  Dental 

Officers :- 

(a)  At  Periodic  Inspections  3? 293 

(b)  As  Specials  4,4o6 

Total  7,699 

Number  found  to  require  treatment  6,700 

Number  offered  treatment  6,700 

Number  actually  treated  5,402 

Number  of  attendances  made  by  pupils 

for  treatment  5,4-92 

Half-days  devoted  to  Periodic  (Schools) 

Inspection  32 

Treatment  706 

Total  738 


Fillings:-  Permanent  Teeth  2,855 

Temporary  Teeth  54 

Total  2,909 


Number  of  teeth  filled:-  Permanent  Teeth  2,427 

Temporary  Teeth  49 

2,476 

Extractions:  Permanent  Teeth  96 1 

Temporary  Teeth  1,986 

Total  2,947 


Administration  of  general  anaesthetics 

for  extraction  948 

Other  operations:-  Permanent  Teeth  428 

Temporary  Teeth  773 

Total  1,201 
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REPORT  OF  THE  AREA  MEDICAL  OFFICER 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  submitting  herewith  the  report  of  the 
Area  Medical  Officer  for  Swindon  for  the  year  i960. 

This  report  deals  only  with  the  services  provided  under  Part  III 
of  the  National  Health  Service  Act  1946  which  have  been  delegated  to  the 
Swindon  Area  Sub-Committee. 

The  scheme  for  the  delegation  of  powers  under  the  Local 
Government  Act  1938  has  not  yet  come  into  effect  but  it  is  likely 
that  it  will  do  so  as  from  1st  April,  19ol. 

The  borough  expansion  programme  under  the  Town  Development  Act 
was  slowed  down  during  the  year  as  bad  weather  delayed  building.  In 
spite  of  this  the  estimated  mid-June  population  was  84,870,  an  increase 
of  2,210  over  1959*  The  birth  rate  continues  to  increase  and  although 
the  Registrar  General's  figure  is  not  yet  available  it  is  calculated 
that  the  rate  for  i960  will  be  22.32  as  compared  with  21.29  in  1959* 

I  have  commented  on  the  various  services  under  their  particular 
headings  but  here  I  would  again  stress  the  difficulties  under  which  we 
are  working  owing  to  shortage  of  health  visiting  and  dental  staff. 

Under  present  conditions  I  can  see  no  solution  to  the  dental  officers 
problem,  with  health  visitors  it  would  appear  that  if  they  cannot 

be  recruited^ one  way  to  alleviate  the  difficulty  would  be  to  substitute 
the  service  trained  workers  as  recommended  in  the  Younghusband  report?  to 
relieve  them  of  this  facet  of  their  work. 

JAMES  URQUHART 

Area  Medical  Officer. 


Civic  Offices, 
Swindon. 


HEALTH  VISITING 

During  the  year  two  Health  Visitors  retired  and  two  resigned  and 
four  were  recruited.  The  position  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  that  we 
had  nine  of  our  establishment  of  fourteen  health  visitors. 

As  the  health  visitors  are  also  school  nurses  for  half  their 
time  the  effective  strength  for  health  visiting  duties  was  far  below 
our  requirements. 

Three  of  our  health  visitors  have  been  supplied  with  cars  from 
the  County  Council  pool  and  it  is  planned  that  as  more  health  visitors 
become  qualified  drivers  more  cars  will  be  provided.  This  should 
facilitate  the  work  of  the  staff  and  save  considerable  time  on 
visiting,  particularly  on  the  large  new  estates  where  transport  is 
otherwise  difficult. 

Unless  more  health  visitors  can  be  recruited  there  will  be  no 
alternative  to  recruiting  workers  without  the  health  visiting  qualifications 
for  certain  routine  duties,  leaving  the  remaining  health  visitors  to 
concentrate  on  their  specific  role. 

During  the  year  one  health  visitor  attended  a  refresher  course. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  visits  paid  by  the 
health  visitors  in  respect  of  expectant  mothers  and  young  children. 
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Number  of  visits  paid  by  health  visitors  (figures  for  1959  in 
brackets )  are :~ 


Expectant 

Mothers 

Children  under 

1  year  of  age 

Children  between 
the  ages  of  1  &  5 

Other 

Classes 

First 

Visits 

Total 

Visits 

First 

Visits 

Total 

Visits 

Total  Visits 

Total 

Visits 

288 

(255) 

295 

(258) 

1945 

(1714) 

5875 

(4111) 

5245 

(5927) 

607 

(642) 

Included  in  "Other  classes"  in  this  table  are  19  visits  to  cases 
of  infectious  disease  and  517  visits  to  cases  of  tuberculosis. 

During  the  year  health  visitors  paid  295  visits  to  expectant 
mothers  to  investigate  their  home  circumstances. 


INFANT  WELFARE  CLINICS 

Details  of  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinics  held  and  the  attendances  at 
each  throughout  the  year  are  recorded  in  the  table  given  below 


Centre 

Day  and  Time 

2  -  4.50  p.m. 

Number  of 
consultations 
with  doctor 

Number 

of 

atten¬ 
dances  . 

6l  Eastcott  Hill 

Wednesday  &  Friday 

2177 

5258 

Beech  Avenue,  Pinehurst  Tuesday 

819 

2056 

Gorse  Hill 

Wednesday 

911 

2505 

Rodbourne  Cheney 

Monday 

559 

1745 

Bath  Road 

Friday 

978 

2257 

Penhill 

Tuesday 

808 

2410 

Walcot  -  Priory  Road 

Thursday 

977 

2846 

"  -  Common  Room 

Monday 

527 

2556 

The  attendances  at  the  clinics  held  in  Walcot  Common  Room  and 
Priory  Road  clinic  increased  by  1,552  during  the  year  and  both  clinics 
are  becoming  over-crowded.  During  the  ensuing  year  it  is  proposed  to 
hold  another  infant  welfare  clinic  in  the  Common  Room,  Princes  Farm, 

Park  South,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  this  will  relieve  the  congestion 
at  Priory  Road  clinic.  If  the  numbers  attending  at  Walcot  Common  Room 
increase  still  further  it  may  be  necessary  to  hold  a  further  weekly 
session  there. 

Owing  to  the  shortage  of  Health  Visitors  during  the  year  the 
County  Medical  Officer  made  the  services  of  Health  Visitors  from 
outside  Swindon  available  to  help  at  our  Child  Welfare  Clinics.  This 
help  is  much  appreciated  and,  in  fact,  without  it  the  Swindon  staff 
could  not  have  coped  with  the  large  numbers  attending  the  various  clinics. 
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WELFARE  FOODS 

Welfare  foods  are  distributed  at  all  Child  Welfare  Clinics 
and  at  the  Health  Centre.  Proprietary  foods  are  available  at  all 
such  Child  Welfare  Clinics  but  not  at  the  Health  Centre. 


Welfare  Foods 

Health  Centre  Issues 

Clinic  Issues 

National  Dried  Milk 
Cod  Liver  Oil 

Vitamin  Tablets 
Orange  Juice 

19,692  tins  (21,462) 
1,936  bottles  (1,999) 
2,530  packets  (2,486) 
22 , 4o6  bottles  (23,014) 

20,400  tins  (20,352) 

3,752  bottles  (3,393) 
3,168  packets  (2,573) 
33,846  bottles  (30,936) 

(Figures  for  1959  are  shown  in  brackets). 

Proprietary  Dried  Milks,  etc. 

I960  -  20,007  sales  realising  £27^+7*  12.  6. 

1959  -  18,008  sales  realising  £2,493*  5*  5* 

DAY  NURSERIES,  AND  CHILD  MINDERS 

The  day  nursery  at  Gorse  Hill  Community  Centre  provides  25 
places.  On  the  whole  the  nursery  had  its  full  quota  of  children 
but  towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  demand  for  places  fell  and 
there  were  only  19  children  on  the  register. 

Priority  is  given  to  parents  who  require  placement  of  their 
children  for  social  reasons.  Meals  continue  to  be  provided  by  the 
nursery  staff  and  the  menus  are  scrutinised  by  the  Medical  Officer 
when  he  pays  his  weekly  visit  of  inspection. 

During  the  year  the  kitchen  was  redecorated  and  alterations 
made  to  bring  it  up  to  the  standard  required  by  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations. 

No  new  registrations  under  the  Nurseries  and  Child  Minders 
Regulation  Act  were  made  during  the  year,  Two  persons  continue  to 
be  registered  as  child  minders,  one  catering  for  26  children  and  the 
other  for  8  children  between  the  ages  of  two  and  five  years  for 
mornings  only. 

The  following  table  summarises  the  position  of  the  Local 
Health  Authority  nursery:- 


Number 

of 

Nurseries 

Number  of 
Approved 
Places 

Number  of 
children 
on  the 
Register  at 
the  end  of 
the  year. 

Average 

daily 

attendance 

0-5 

0-2 

2-5 

0-2 

2-5 

Nurseries  maintained 
by  the  Council 

1 

25 

3 

16 

2 

12 
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MIDWIFERY 


The  establishment  of  domiciliary  midwives  for  Swindon  is  twelve 
and  at  the  end  of  the  year  all  the  posts  were  filled. 


Ten  midwives  are  approved  as  teachers  of  pupil  midwives  and 
during  the  year  31  pupils  from  Swindon  Maternity  Hospital  and  Bradford 
on  Avon  Maternity  Hospital  completed  their  district  training. 


Midwives  booking  clinics  are  held  as  follows :- 


8l  Bath  Road 
Pinehurst  Clinic 


Penhill  Clinic 


Priory  Road  Clinic 


2nd  and  4th  Wednesday  in  the  month 
at  6.0  p.m. 

1st  and  3^d  Thursdays  in  the  month 
at  2.0  p.m. 

1st  and  3rd  Wednesdays  in  the  month 
at  2.0  p.m. 

1st  and  3rd  Tuesdays  in  the  month 
at  6.0  p.m. 


Local  Health  Authority  ante-natal  clinics  are  hold  as  follows 

8l  Bath  Road  -  Monday  -  1.30  p.m. 

Friday  -  9*30  a.m. 

Pinehurst  Clinic  -  Friday  -  1.30  p.m. 


In  two  instances  domiciliary  midwives  attend  ante-natal  clinics 
run  by  general  practitioners. 

On  the  l6th  October  a  Relaxation  and  Mothercraft  course  was 
started  at  Priory  Road  clinic  on  Tuesday  evenings.  This  was  a 
combined  effort  of  domiciliary  midwives,  hospital  staff  and  health 
visitors.  The  attendance  at  these  classes  was  more  than  expected  and, 
in  fact,  there  were,  on  occasions,  too  many  present  for  the  accommodation 
available.  Further  courses  are  planned  and  experience  has  shown  that  an 
optimum  of  twelve  expectant  mothers  is  as  many  as  can  be  admitted  to  a 
class.  When  the  midwives  and  health  visitors  gain  experience  of  the  work 
done  at  these  classes  similar  courses  will  be  held  at  other  clinics  in 
the  town. 


During  I960  there  was  a  total  of  1936  live  births  and  33  still¬ 
births  in  Swindon,  of  which  1894  live  births  and  27  stillbirths  were 
attributable  to  the  borough.  Domiciliary  births  numbered  926  live 
births  and  4  stillbirths  -  almost  50%  of  the  total. 

The  pressure  on  maternity  beds  in  the  area  remains  acute,  and 
expectant  mothers  who  apply  for  one  are  seen  at  the  hospital  booking 
clinics  where,  if  there  are  no  medical  reasons  for  admission,  they  are 
referred  to  this  department  for  a  social  report.  When  this  is  received 
a  recommendation  is  made  for  admission  to  hospital  where  the  home 
circumstances  are  unsuitable  for  a  home  confinement. 


The  recommendation  made  is  frequently  contested,  particularly  by 
those  who  feel  they  have  a  right  to  a  hospital  bed  under  the  National 
Health  Service  if  they  so  desire  one.  It  takes  a  great  measure  of 
patience  and  tact  to  convince  those  who  feel  aggrieved  over  this  that 
their  child  can  be  born  just  as  safely  in  the  home  as  in  the  hospital. 
Generally  speaking  they  are  re-assured  when  an  undertaking  is  given 
that  if  for  any  difficulty  or  complication  hospital  admission  becomes 
necessary,  then  an  emergency  admission  will  be  effected.  The  fact  too, 
that  a  'flying  squad'  emergency  service  is  available  adds  to  their 
confidence.  In  the  end  many  of  those  who  have  quarrelled  most  violently 
over  our  recommendation,  and  who  have  been  confined  at  home,  tell  us  how 
happy  they  were  with  the  domiciliary  service  and  would  have  every 
confidence  in  having  any  other  baby  at  home. 

The  R.A.F.  hospital  at  Wroughton  continues  to  provide  a  limited 
number  of  maternity  beds  and  during  the  year  171  live  births  and  4 
stillbirths  attributable  to  the  borough  took  place  there. 
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Medical  Aid 


In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Midwives  Act,  1936, 
medical  aid  was  summoned  in  102  instances  during  the  year. 

ADMINISTRATION  OF  ANALGESIA 

All  the  domiciliary  midwives  employed  by  the  Local  Health 
Authority  in  Swindon  are  qualified  to  administer  gas  and  air  and  trilene 
analgesia  and  have  been  supplied  with  the  necessary  apparatus. 


It  will  be  seen  from  the  following  table  that  gas  and  air 
analgesia  was  only  used  on  one  occasion  during  the  past  year,  both  midwives 
and  patients  preferring  trilene  analgesia. 


Gas  and  Air 


Acting  as  Acting  as 

Midwives.  Maternity  Nurses 

1 


Trilene 


706  53 


Total 


706 


54 


This  means  that  of  a  total  of  929  domiciliary  births, 
analgesia  was  administered  in  760  cases. 


Number  of 

Deliveries  Attended  by  Midwives  in  the 

Area  During  the  Year 

Domiciliary  Cases 

Cases 

Doctor  not 

booked 

Doctor  booked 

rotals 

in 

Insti¬ 

tutions 

Doctor 
present 
at  time 
of 

delivery 
of  child 

Doctor 
not  present 
at  time 
of 

delivery 
of  child 

Doctor 
present 
at  time 
of 

delivery 
of  child 
(either 
the 

booked 
doctor  or 
another) 

Doctor  , 
not 

present 
at  time 
of 

delivery 
of  child 

(a)  Midwives  employed 
by  the  Authority 

1 

75 

850 

926 

(b)  Midwives  employed 
bby  voluntary 
organisations : - 
(i)  Under  arrange¬ 
ments  with  the 
Local  Health 
Authority  in 
pursuance  of 
Sec.  23  of  the 
Nat.  Health 
Service  Act, 

1 

1946. 

(ii)  Otherwise 
(including 
hospitals 
not 

transferred 
to  the 

Minister 
under  the  Nat. 
Health  Service 
Act) 
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(c) 


(d) 


Number 

of  Deliveries  Attended  by  Midwives  in  the 

Area  During  .the  Year 

Domiciliary  Cases 

Cases 

Doctor  not  booked 

Doctor  booked 

Totals 

in 

Insti- 

Doctor 

Doctor 

Doctor  jDoctor 

tutions 

present 

not  present 

present  | 

not 

at  time 

at  time 

at  time  present 

of 

of 

of  jat  time, 

delivery 

delivery 

delivery 

of 

of  child 

of  child 

of  child'delivery 

(either 

of 

the 

booked 
doctor  or 
another ) 

child 

Midwives  employed 
by  hospital 

management  committees 
or  Boards  of  Govenors 

under  the  National 
Health  Service  Act 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1039 

Midwives  in  privat 

1 

e 

practice  (including 
midwives  employed  in 

nursing  homes) 

' 

' 

““ 

' 

' 

CARE  OF  EXPECTANT  AND  NURSING  MOTHERS 

Ante  and  Post  Natal  Clinics 

Clinics  at  which  a  doctor  is  in  attendance  are  held  weekly  as 

follows 


Beech  Avenue 

Bath  Road 

Bath  Road 

Fridays 

Mondays 

Fridays 

1.30 
1.30 

9.30 

p.m.  to 
p.m.  to 
a.m.  to 

4.0  p.m. 
4.0  p.m. 
12.0  noon 

1959 

I960 

Number  of  women  who  attended  these 
during  the  period 

clinics 

703 

721 

Number  of  attendances  made  during 
period 

the 

3349 

3462 

CARE  OF  PREMATURE  INFANTS 

Premature  baby  units  are  maintained  at  both  Kingshill  Maternity 
Hospital  ahd  at  Wroughton  R.A.F.  hospital. 

When  a  premature  baby  born  at  home  is  deemed  to  require  the  special 
care  and  nursing  provided  by  the  premature  baby  unit, ,  both  mother  and 
child  are  admitted  to  hospital.  The  ambulance  station  is  equipped  with 
a  portable  incubator  for  the  transport  of  these  babies  to  hospital. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  table  given  below  that  of  the  139  premature 
babies  born  during  the  year  12  did  not  survive  the  first  month  of  life 
and  of  these  7  died  within  24  hours  of  birth.  This  compares  favourably 
with  the  figures  for  1959  and  is  vastly  better  than  1958,  where  of  138 
premature  babies  born  28  died  during  the  first  month  of  life. 
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1959 

i960 

Number  of  premature  babies  born: 

(i)At  home 

•  •  •  •  1  • 

19 

31 

(ii)ln  hospital  or  nursing  home 

92 

108 

Number  who  died  during 

the  first  < 

24  hours 

• 

(i)Born  at  home 

0  »  t  000 

- 

— 

(ii)Born  in  hospital 

or  nursing 

home 

9 

6 

Number  who  survived  at 

end  of  one 

month : 

(i)Born  at  home 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

19 

30 

(ii)Born  in  hospital 

or  nursing 

home 

74 

97 

DENTAL  CARE  OF  EXPECTANT  AND  NURSING 
MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 

The  position  as  regards  dental  care  for  the  priority  classes 
remains  unsatisfactory,  owing  to  our  inability  to  recruit  our 
establishment  of  dental  officers. 

although  we  need  at  least  five  dental  officers  to  cope  with 
the  work  we  had  during  the  year  only  one  full-time  officer  and  one 
who  worked  full-time  for  three  months  and  part-time  help  from  a 
further  two  for  a  few  months.  As  from  August  the  part-time  dental 
officers  gave  up  clinic  work  because  of  pressure  of  work  in  their 
practices  and  we  were  then  left  with  one  whole-time  officer  and  one 
county  dental  officer  giving  two  sessions  per  week. 

The  position  is  reflected  in  the  figures  given  below,  which 
indicate  that  dental  care  given  through  the  school  dental  service  for 
mothers  and  young  children  is  negligible. 


Examined  Treated 


Expectant  and  nursing 

1959 

I960 

1959 

I960 

mothers 

(104) 

91 

(81) 

6l 

Children  under  school  age 

(217) 

173 

(192) 

146 

HOME  NURSING 

The  demand  for  home  nursing  varies  from  year  to  year  and  at 
different  times  of  the  year. 

During  i960  the  district  nurses  had  a  comparatively  easy  time 
as  we  remained  free  from  epidemics  and  the  calls  on  their  services 
were  considerably  less  than  in  1959* 

I  am  convinced  that  the  practice  of  the  domiciliary  nurses 
can  be  improved  and  their  work  facilitated  by  the  use  of  disposable 
equipment.  For  instance,  if  a  nurse  has  to  sterilize  a  syringe  in  a 
house  she  has  to  spend  at  least  20  minutes  to  prepare  for  an  injection. 
With  a  disposable  syringe  the  whole  process  can  be  cut  down  to  less  than 
a  minute.  In  November  and  December,  when  the  demands  for  domiciliary 
nurses  was  comparatively  heavy  they  were  issued  with  a  sample  batch 
of  disposable  syringes.  Although  these  syringes  were  not  suitable 
for  all  injections  the  nurses  were  high  in  their  praise  and  by 
cutting  down  the  time  taken  where  they  were  used  they  did  enable 
the  rush  of  work  to  be  easily  dealt  with.  A  similar  trial  was  made 
with  a  sample  batch  of  prepared  and  disposable  enema  outfits  and 
again  where  these  could  be  used  they  not  only  facilitated  the  work  but 
made  it  less  of  an  ordeal  for  the  patient  and  easier  for  the  nurse. 

I  would  be  strongly  in  favour  of  introducing  other  disposable 
equipment  as  it  becomes  available  and  although  this  would  increase 
the  present  cost  of  equipment,  this  cost  has  to  be  off-set  against 
the  time  saved  and  the  improvement  in  the  standards  of  practice. 
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The  following  table  summarises  the  number  and  type  of  cases  to 
which  the  domiciliary  nurses  were  called  during  the  year. 


No.  of  cases 


Respiratory  diseases  (excluding  tuberculosis) 
Digestive  diseases  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Heart  and  Arteries  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Veins  and  other  circulatory  diseases 

Genito-urinary  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Skin  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Ear,  Eye  and  other  sense  organs  ...  ... 

Cancer  (and  other  neoplasms)  ...  ...  ... 

Cerebral  lesions  of  vascular  origin  ...  ... 

Infections  and  parasitic  diseases  ...  ... 

Diabetes  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Injuries  ...  ...  ...  .  . . 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Bones  and  organs  of  movement  (Mainly  rheumatism) 
Pregnancy  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Mental  and  other  nervous  diseases  ...  ... 

Other  diseases  or  ill  defined  ...  ... 

Preparation  for  X-ray  examination  ...  ... 

Total  number  of  cases 


170 

56 

84 

131 

6l 

19 
12 
38 
42 
64 

20 
28 
14 

32 

33 
10 

343 


ll6l 


in  respect  of  which  22,031  visits  were  made. 


MEDICAL  LOAN  APPLIANCES 

A  large  range  of  nursing  and  invalid  aid  appliances  is  maintained 
at  the  Health  Centre  and  is  available  on  loan  when  required.  A  small 
loan  charge  is  levied  for  such  appliances. 

As  difficulty  was  experienced  in  securing  the  return  of  bedpans 
and  rubber  sheets  which  had  been  issued  at  a  charge  of  3d  per  week  to 
maternity  cases,  it  was  decided  to  increase  this  charge  to  l/3d  per  week 
as  from  July,  i960.  This  is  reflected  in  the  increased  hire  payments 
during  the  year. 
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The  table  below  shows  how  much  use  is  made  of 
these  appliances 

STATEMENT  OF  MEDICAL  LOAN  AFPLICANCES  ISSUED 


Appliance 

Number  Issued  on 
Payment  (New  Issues) 

Number  Issued  on 

Free  Loan 
(New  Issues) 

I960 

1939 

I960 

1959 

Bed  Pans  (including 

5  rubber  pans) 

692 

608 

1 

- 

Waterproof  Sheets 

624 

382 

1 

- 

Air  Rings 

39 

30 

- 

- 

Bed  Rests 

4l 

33 

- 

- 

Invalid  Chairs 

36 

26 

1 

- 

Urinals 

23 

21 

- 

- 

Bed  Cradles 

21 

13 

- 

1 

Sick  Feeders 

8 

9 

- 

- 

Crutches  (pairs) 

3 

1 

- 

1 

Bed  Slippers 

15 

8 

- 

- 

Air  Beds 

- 

2 

- 

- 

Commodes 

- 

2 

- 

- 

Bed  Tables 

- 

2 

- 

- 

Walking  Sticks 

Diabetic  Spring 

3 

4 

~ 

Balances 

- 

2 

- 

-• 

Steam  Kettles 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Inhalers 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Guthrie  Smith  Chair 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Dunlopillow  Mattresses 

- 

3 

- 

- 

Enuresis  Alarms 

' 

2 

£. 

s. 

d. 

Hire  payments  received 
year  ended  31*12.60. 

on  appliances 

during  the 

122. 

13* 

1. 

Hire  payments  received 
year  ended  31*12.39* 

on  appliances 

during  the 

88. 

8. 

9* 

PREVENTION,  CARE  AND  AFTER  CARE 

The  scheme  for  prevention,  care  and  after  care,  in 
Swindon  is  similar  to  that  for  the  country  as  a  whole. 

During  the  year  convalescent  or  recuperative  holidays 
were  provided  for  3  ns  compared  with  9  in  1959* 

Other  provisions  under  this  heading  are  referred  to  in  other 
parts  of  the  report, 

VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 

Facilities  for  vaccination  and  immunisation,  except 
poliomyelitis  vaccination,  are  available  at  all  child  welfare 
clinics  and  special  immunisation  clinics  are  held  whenever  the 
number  of  requests  justifies  this. 

Poliomyelitis  vaccination  is  carried  out  at  special  clinics 
held  either  in  clinic  premises  or  at  factories  or  work  places  where 
large  numbers  are  employed.  Vaccination  facilities  are  also 
available  through  the  general  practitioners. 
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During  the  year  triple  vaccination  against  diphtheria,  whooping 
cough  and  tetanus  was  introduced  and  as  will  be  seen  from  the  table  given 
below  is  rapidly  gaining  in  popularity  as  compared  with  diphtheria, 
vaccination  or  diphtheria  combined  with  whooping  cough.  As  whooping 
cough  vaccination  is  not  advocated  for  the  older  children  the  booster 
dose  for  these  children  who  have  had  the  triple  antigen  is  given  with 
diphtheria  and  tetanus  antigen. 

With  the  multiplicity  of  antigens  which  have  to  be  available  at 
clinics  it  became  necessary  to  introduce  a  personal  vaccination  record 
card  which  is  given  to  the  parents  telling  them  what  injections  their 
children  have  been  given  and  stress  is  laid  on  the  importance  of  producing 
this  card  for  the  information  of  the  hospital  authorities  should  the  child 
attend  there  as  a  result  of  an  accident  or  illness. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  the  considerable  increase  during  the  year  of 
the  children  given  booster  doses  of  diphtheria  antigen.  The  reason  for  this 
was  the  outbreak  of  diphtheria  in  a  Midland  town  which  was  widely  publicised. 
At  the  time  of  this  outbreak  we  increased  our  newspaper  publicity  and  the 
local  cinema  managers  kindly  consented  to  exhibit  slides  advocating 
immunisation.  Unless  a  large  proportion  of  our  child  population  remains 
protected  against  diphtheria  outbreaks  can  and  will  occur. 

As  was  mentioned  last  year  we  have  continued  to  carry  out  trials 
of  quadruple  vaccine,  that  is,  a  vaccine  against  poliomyelitis,  diphtheria, 
whooping  cough  and  tetanus  combined.  The  object  of  these  trials  is  to 
find  out  the  earliest  age  at  which  the  vaccine  can  be  given  to  protect 
against  all  these  diseases.  So  far  the  course  has  been  completed  for  43 
children.  The  preliminary  results  so  far  show  that  three  monthly  injections 
of  this  vaccine  starting  at  the  age  of  three  months  does  give  adequate 
protection  against  all  but  polio,  type  1  virus.  When  a  booster  dose  of 
poliomyelitis  vaccine  is  given  6  months  after  the  preliminary  course  adequate 
protection  is  being  achieved.  Now  a  new  vaccine  is  becoming  available  with 
the  poliomyelitis  antigen  much  more  powerful  than  those  previously  used  and 
it  is  hoped  that  this  will  achieve  a  much  higher  protection  against 
poliomyelitis. 

Details  of  the  results  of  these  trials  will  be  published  when  all 
the  results  of  the  blood  tests  become  available.  In  the  meantime,  I  would 
again  express  my  gratitude  to  the  parents  of  the  babies  selected  for  this 
trial  as  the  procedure  now  involves  six  visits  to  the  special  clinic  set 
up  for  the  purpose  during  the  course  of  which  four  blood  samples  are 
taken  from  each  child.  If  our  hopes  are  realised  then  these  parents  will 
have  the  satisfaction  of  making  the  future  of  immunisation  much  more  simple 
for  the  generations  of  children  to  come. 

The  following  table  summaries  the  vaccination  and  immunisation 
carried  out  during  the  year. 


SMALLPOX  VACCINATION 


Under 

1  year 

1-4 

years 

3-14 

15  years 
and  over 

Total 

Primary  Vaccination 

986 

127 

49 

72 

1234 

Re-Vaccination 

- 

4 

26 

122 

■  152 

TOTALS 

986 

131 

73 

194 

1386 

70 


IMMUNISATION 

Local 

Health 

Authority 

General 

Lractitioner 

Diphtheria  alone-* 

Number  of  children  who  have  completed 
course  •••  •••  • • • 

262 

61 

Number  of  children  given  boosters 

479 

53 

Whoooing  cough  alone: 

Number  of  children  who  have  completed 
course  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

5 

12 

Diphtheria  and  Whooping  cough  combined: 

Number  of  children  who  have  completed 
course  •••  • #  #  •••  ••• 

349 

373 

Number  of  children  given  boosters 

99 

113 

Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough  &  Tetanus 
combined : 

Number  of  children  who  have  completed 

c  0  ur  se  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

295 

480 

Number  of  children  given  boosters 

1 

207 

Diphtheria  and  Tetanus  combined: 

Number  of  children  who  have  completed 
course  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

2 

39 

Number  of  children  given  boosters 

3 

11 

B.C.G.  VACCINATION 


Swindon  still  continues  to  act  as  a  control  centre  for 
B.C.G.  vaccination.  This  means  that  in  addition  to  the  three  visits 
required  from  each  person  vaccinated  a  further  two  for  post 
vaccination,  heaf-testing  and  reading  is  necessary. 

The  time  consumed  in  this  scheme  is  very  considerable  and 
with  our  various  other  commitments  and  the  increased  number  of  children 
who  applied  for  this  vaccination  during  i960  we  experienced  considerable 
difficulty  in  completing  the  programme.  In  all  B.C.G.  vaccination 
occupied  96  sessions  of  doctors'  time  during  the  year. 

The  following  summarises  the  position  for  i960. 


Number  of  children  given  initial 

tuberculin 

Number  of  positive  reactors 
Number  of  negative  reactors 
Number  of  children  vaccinated 


i960. 

1959 

test  1309 

708 

309  23.6% 

139 

19.64% 

1000 

569 

1000  76.4% 

569 

80.36% 

71 


POLIOMYELITIS  VACCINATION 


Poliomyelitis  vaccination  is  available  through  the  Local  Health 
Authority  or  through  the  general  practitioner  services. 


During  the  year  fewer  Local  Health  Authority  clinics  were  held 
for  poliomyelitis  vaccination  than  in  1959*  After  the  initial  rush  for 
vaccination  the  demand  dropped  rapidly  during  the  first  half  of  the 
year.  However,  in  October  we  had  three  cases  of  poliomyelitis  notified, 
one  of  whom  died.  This  again  stimulated  the  vaccination  demand. 
Particularly  it  was  noted  that  many  who  had  failed  to  keep  earlier 
appointments  for  booster  doses  now  panicked  to  have  them. 


The  scheme  whereby  our  staff  visited  factories  and  work-places 
to  give  poliomyelitis  vaccination  to  the  work  people  was  continued  during 
the  year  and  our  thanks  are  due  to  the  employers  for  the  co-operation  they 
afforded  us  in  these  arrangements. 


The  table  below  summarises  the  poliomyelitis  vaccination  position 
at  the  end  of  the  year. 


Total  number  of  persons  vaccinated 


Age  Groups 

1943  -  I960  2812 

1933  -  1942  982 

Persons  born  before  4330 
1933  who  have  not 
passed  their  40th 
birthday. 

Others  30 


with  two  injections  during  i960 


Total  8,174 


Total  number  of  persons  vaccinated  with 

a. third  injection  during  i960  9i 930 

Total  number  of  persons  vaccinated  with  two 
injections  since  the  commencement  of  the  scheme  28 , 196 

Total  number  of  persons  vaccinated  with  a  third 
injection  since  the  commencement  of  the  scheme  22,847 

CARE  OF  OLD  PEOPLE 

A  substantial  proportion  of  the  time  of  the  Health  Department 
staff  is  devoted  to  the  care  of  old  people,  and  this  work  calls  for 
liaison  v/ith  the  general  practitioners,  hospital,  welfare  and  voluntary 
services. 

During  the  year  the  availability  of  chronic  sick  beds  in  hospital 
was  considerably  better,  particularly  for  male  patients.  There  is, 
however,  still  an  acute  shortage  of  female  chronic  sick  beds  and  there 
is  a  considerable  waiting  period  for  admission  to  Welfare  Homes. 

As  well  as  the  institutions  provided  by  the  health  and  welfare 
services  the  private  nursing  homes  in  the  town  have  been  full  to  capacity 
with  chronic  sick  patients.  One  new  private  home  opened  in  December  and 
this  should  relieve  the  pressure  on  the  others. 

Old  Peoples  housing  continues  to  be  provided  by  the  Corporation 
but  the  demand  for  this  accommodation  is  such  that  there  is  a  considerable 
waiting  list.  Apart  from  the  103  old  peoples 'bungalows  at  Finehurst,  which 
were  built  before  1938  the  following  new  provision  for  old  people  has  been 
completed:- 
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Penhill 

Walcot 

Park  North 

Vicarage  Road 

The  Street,  Moredon 

M.A.P.  Moredon 
bungalows 


31  bungalows 
19  " 

26  " 

8 

6  flats 
9  bungalows 


In  addition,  the  ground  floors  of  many  blocks  of  flats  are 
allocated  to  old  people. 

During  the  year  the  Meals  on  Wheels  Service  run  by  the 
W.V.S.  provided  2,104  meals  for  old  people. 

The  special  laundry  service  provided  by  a  local  laundry 
for  old  people  continued  during  the  year.  An  average  of  40 
people  per  week  used  this  service. 

In  addition  to  the  services  for  old  people  provided  by 
the  municipal  authorities,  varied  services  are  rendered  by 
voluntary  bodies. 

The  Swindon  Old  Peoples' Welfare  Committee  continues  to 
do  valuable  work  and  many  cases  requiring  the  help  of  the  statutory 
authority  are  brought  to  light  by  the  street  visitors  each  year. 

It  is  known  too  that  outings  and  social  occasions  and  help  in 
getting  old  people  to  visit  relatives  are  arranged  by  various  other 
local  societies  whose  object  is  community  welfare. 


EVENING  AND  NIGHT  ATTENDANCE  SERVICE 

As  in  past  years  our  experience  has  been  that  where  the 
night  attendants  scheme  is  called  for  it  is  usually  to  meet  an 
emergency.  Although  we  maintain  a  panel  of  persons  willing  to 
undertake  this  work  we  have  usually  considerable  difficulty  in 
obtaining  one  ready  and  willing  to  accept  a  case  at  short  notice. 

Again  the  calls  for  the  service  are  so  few  that  those  who  signify 
willingness  to  undertake  it  appear  to  lose  interest.  I  wonder  whether 
the  solution  to  this  difficulty  would  be  to  pay  one  or  two  of  them  a 
small  retaining  fee  in  return  for  which  they  would  give  an  undertaking 
to  turn  out  for  night  duty  when  called  upon  to  do  so. 

Similar  difficulty  is  not  experienced  with  the  evening 
attendants  as  they  are  domestic  helps  and  always  available  for  this 
additional  duty.  Here  again,  however,  the  demand  made  for  evening 
attendants  is  surprisingly  low. 

Numbers  provided 

Night  attendance  9 
Evening  attendance 


CHIROPODY 

On  1st  September,  I960,  the  County  Council  officially  took 
over  the  chiropody  service  at  the  Health  Centre,  which  was  previously 
a  hospital  responsibility. 

Under  the  County  Council  scheme  priority  for  treatment  is 
given  to  the  elderly,  physically  handicapped  and  expectant  mothers. 
The  hospital  service  required  two  sessions  per  week  of  the 
chiropodist's  time  for  the  treatment  of  hospital  patients. 
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For  patients  other  than  those  referred  by  the  hospital  authorities 
a  basic  charge  of  6/-  per  treatment  was  levied,  except  on  those  whose 
sole  income  was  derived  from  a  national  pension  or  who  were  in  receipt 
of  national  assistance.  In  other  cases  where  the  recipient  of  the  service 
pleaded  that  the  charge  of  6/-  would  cause  hardship,  a  simple  assessment 
of  their  resources  was  evolved  and  if  the  basic  income  was  below  the 
level  set,  no  charge  was  me.de. 

As  a  matter  of  policy  the  County  Council  decided  not  to  employ 
receptionists  for  chiropodists.  This  aggrieved  the  chiropodist  at  the 
Health  Centre  who  previously  had  a  receptionist  and  she  resigned  her 
post  on  October  31st,  i960. 

Subsequently  the  County  Council  resolved  that  an  attendant  for 
the  chiropodist  should  be  employed  part-time  while  the  chiropodist  worked 
for  the  Local  Health  authority. 

Up  to  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  no  applicants  for  the  vacant 

post. 


DOMESTIC  HELP  SESVICE 

The  sum  allocated  for  the  domestic  help  service  during  i960 
was  £20,800,  an  increase  of  £2,633  over  the  previous  year. 

Of  the  home  helps  employed  28  work  whole-time  and  the  remainder 
part-time.  The  number  of  part-time  helps  employed  varies  according  to 
the  demands  made  on  the  service  and  the  rate  of  expenditure  of  the  money 
available. 

All  the  part-time  home  helps  are  regularly  employed  so  they  do 
qualify  for  sickness  and  holiday  payments. 

A  summary  of  the  work  of  the  Domestic  Help  Service  during  the 
year  is  given  below :- 


I960 

1959 

Number  of  domestic  helps  on  books  at 
the  end  of  the  year 

91 

79 

Number  of  householders  helped  during 
the  year : 

(a)  Maternity  cases  ... 

..  160 

122 

(b)  Other  cases  ... 

00 

-4" 

459 

Number  of  hours  of  assistance  provided 
during  the  year : 

(a)  Maternity  cases  ... 

. . 10364 

9239 

(b)  Other  cases  ... 

• .95958 

95127 

Total 

106522 

104366 

Number  of  cases  in  which  full  fee  was 
not  charged 

597 

515 

Number  of  hours  lost  during  the  year 
through  sickness 

7299 

8145 

It  should  be  noted  from  the  above  table  the  comparatively  large 
loss  of  time  through  sickness  and  the  very  small  proportion  of  those 
taking  advantage  of  the  service  who  pay  the  full  fee. 
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Apart  from  maternity  cases,  who  get  full-time  service,  the 
average  weekly  help  afforded  to  other  cases  amounts  to  approximately 
hours  per  week. 


HEALTH  CENTRE 

During  the  year  the  main  waiting  hall  in  the  Health  Centre  was 
decorated  and  the  glazed  brickwork  covered  with  plaster.  In  spite 
of  the  extensive  scaffolding  erected  during  the  period  when  the 
decorations  were  being  carried  out  the  work  of  the  Health  Centre  was 
not  interrupted  in  any  way. 

The  staircase  and  corridors  leading  to  the  chiropody  suite  and 
the  chiropody  suite  itself  were  also  re-plastered  and  decorated  and  the 
work  of  converting  the  mental  health  offices  is  in  hand.  This  completes 
the  major  repairs  and  decorations  of  the  Helath  Centre  and  I'm  sure 
that  all  will  agree  that  major  works  were  well  worth  while  and  have 
made  the  whole  Health  Centre  a  much  brighter  and  pleasing  place 
for  the  patients  and  the  staff  who  work  there. 

Dental  Department 

Denxal  Surgeons  ...  2  Dental  Receptionists  ...  1 

Dental  Technicians  ...  4  Dental  Attendants  ...  2 

During  the  year  I960  there  were  9»523  attendances  for 
treatment  and  the  following  work  was  carried  out:- 


r - 

Scalings 

& 

Gum  Treat¬ 
ments 

FILLINGS 

Extrac¬ 

tions 

X-Rays 

DENTURES  AND  APPLIANCES 

AmeU- 

garns 

Plastic 

Repairs  & 
Relines 

Manufactured 

347 

1981 

32o 

2292 

248 

835 

2198 

LIAISON  ARRANGEMENTS 

% 

The  liaison  arrangements  with  the  maternity  hospitals  are 
referred  to  elsewhere  in  this  report.  With  the  limited  number  of 
maternity  beds  available  in  this  large  centre  of  population  it  is  only 
by  the  close  liaison  that  exists  between  the  services  that  enables  an 
efficient  service  to  be  run  in  the  town.  The  degree  of  co-operation 
was  considered  to  be  worthy  of  a  special  feature  article  in  the 
"Nursing  Times". 

The  fact  that  in  Swindon  an  almost  equal  number  of  our  mothers 
are  delivered  at  home  as  in  hospital  speaks  for  itself. 

Close  liaison  between  the  geriatric  physician,  the  general 
practitioner  and  the  domiciliary  services  does  undoubtedly  enable  many 
patients  who  would  otherwise  be  in  hospital  to  remain  at  home.  It  is 
evident,  however,  that  to  make  this  service  more  effective  some  scheme 
whereby  "nursing  assistants"  could  be  employed  to  care  for  the  gravely 
ill  and  dying,  would  relieve  the  hospitals  of  many  admissions.  The 
domestic  help  as  such  is  not  the  answer  to  this  problem. 
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Although  there  is  in  existence  a  scheme  for  evening  and  night 
attendance  this  service  is  seldom  called  for  and  when  a  call  is  received 
it  is  generally  very  difficult  to  obtain  a  night  attendant  willing  to  take 
on  an  emergency  case.  I  feel  here  that  those  who  are  recruited  for  this 
work  are  so  seldom  called  upon  that  they  feel  the  job  hardly  worth  while, 
and  a  small  retaining  fee  might  be  the  answer  to  this  problem. 


Close  liaison  is  maintained  between  the  paediatrician  and  the  health 
department.  Whenever  a  child  is  referred  to  hospital  as  either  an  in-patient 
or  out-patient  a  copy  of  the  report  to  the  family  doctor  is  sent  to  us  so  that 
any  follow-up  needed  by  the  domiciliary  services  can  be  effected.  There  are  no 
arrangements  for  the  nursing  of  sick  children  at  home  except  through  the 
visits  of  the  domiciliary  nurses. 
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